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FORTY- THREE YEARS AND STANDING STRONG

Hope Chamber of 
Commerce Director 
and head contact for 
the Hope Watermel-
on Festival, Beckie 
Moore, said vendors 
“are still trying to get 
in.” Moore says that 
people are familiar 
that the festival will 
attract thousands of 
people and every 
year it grows. There 
will be 120 exhibi-
tors this year and 19 
food trucks. If they 
didn’t make the mid 
July deadline they 
shouldn’t give up.

“We don’t like to turn 
anyone away, so we 
encourage them to 
start filling out their 
information now to 
ensure they have a 
spot next year,” Moore 
said.
This year, Manpower 
sponsored the second 
annual Duck Waddle. 
There are 250 ducks 
available for adoption 
and each duck will 
have a number on the 
bottom that will deter-
mine the winner. 
The winner will be 
only one “lucky 
duck,” Moore said. 
One winner will re-

ceive the grand prize 
package.
Moore said anyone 
interested in the duck 
swim and race needs 
to look for the “mega 
duck” at the Hope Fair 
Park swimming pool. 
One duck can be ad-
opted for $5 and two 
for $8. You can adopt 
now by going by the 
Manpower office at 
809 North Hervey or 
at the Fair Park pool. 
The Waddle will take 
place at the festival 
Saturday from 2 -3pm.
Moore said the big 
news in entertainment 
this year will be a 

Latino DJ.
“We are very excited 
about that. This will 
be the very first year 
we have a show play-
ing Spanish Music.”
Moore said they are 
asking people to come 
and bring lawn chairs. 
“It is a first for us to 
feature this and Crick-
et Wireless stepped up 
to sponsor it.”
“We are so thankful 
for that.” The Latino 
DJ will play from 5:30 
to 8:30 at the festival 
Friday. Moore also 
noted Verizon will 
be sponsoring what 
was known last year 

as Vendor Village. It 
is the placement of 
11 tents to the left of 
the coliseum. These 
were intended to help 
the vendors stay out 
of the sun.“We are 
now calling it Verizon 
Village,” Moore said. 
Verizon also stepped 
up to sponsor Kidz 
Zone, Tyke Town and 

are helping with the 
Paint the Bus activity.
“Last year it was a hit, 
the kids painted every 
inch of that bus,” 
Moore said. 
Global Wrestling will 
be back for the second 
year and Watermelon 
Olympics is making a 
return as well.

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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Directions from Interstate 30: 
Exit 30 to Hervey Street to 

3rd Street to 174 South

Thank you to Hope Rotary, Boy 
Scout Troop #5, & 

Hope Civitan Club for Parking!

Thanks to the 
Hope Police 
Department!

Thanks to the Hope 
Department of Parks 

& Tourism!

$5 Parking Fee Benefits the Chamber, Boy Scouts, Rotary Club 
& Hope Civitan Club
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WATERMELON OLYMPICS BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

The Watermelon 
Olympics are making 
a return to the Hope 
Watermelon Festival, 
according to Hope 
Chamber Director 
Beckie Moore. “Wa-
termelon Olympics 
were a part of the fes-
tival for many years 
and ended 10 years 
ago,” Moore said. It 
was lack of involve-
ment that caused the 
competition to be 
eliminated from the 
line of fun festival 
activities.
Businesses have said 
they wanted to try 
it again, Moore in-
formed and said she 
was happy to hear that 

it was back by pop-
ular demand. Teams 
ready to play include 
Martin’s, UAHT and 
the Office of Child 
Support.
“We brought it back, 
because we felt the 
businesses would like 
to try it again.  Fun 
community competi-
tion!” Moore said. It 
will be Friday, August 
9, 2019 at Hope Fair 
Park – Behind Ban-
corpSouth Stage, from 
4:00 PM – 5:30 PM. 
Six people are re-
quired to make a team. 
Competitions include:
Basketball Free Throw 
Shootout – All In! 
(Everyone partici-
pates) – Points Based 
Javelin Throw (It is 
safe!) – 2-person per 

team – Distance Based 
Watermelon Relay – 
4-person team – Time 
Based
Water Balloon Toss – 
2-person team – Dis-
tance Based
Watermelon Horse-
shoes – 2-person team 
– Points Based
Hula Hoop Craziness 
– Top 3 Teams 
Points will be awarded 
in each area of com-
petition.   Obviously 
– some members will 
compete in more than 
one area.    This year, 
each “area of compe-
tition” will be com-
pleted before moving 
forward to the next 
area.   All participants 
will be able to cheer 
on their team through-
out the competition.  

Prizes will be awarded 
in the following areas:
1st, 2nd & 3rd Place 
Teams will receive 
medals. The team with 

the best T-Shirt design 
and the team with the 
MOST team spirit will 
receive certificates.    

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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GLOBAL WRESTING MAKES A RETURN

“The thing we want 
to stress is we are go-
ing to have old-school, 
hard-hitting action,” 
Bad Boy Mojo Majik 
and SPW US Cham-
pion, Bigg Stan Harris 
announced about their 
upcoming competi-
tions.
“We work hard, hit 
hard and go hard,” 
Mojo said.
 Bigg Stan commented 
concerning his upcom-
ing match with rival 
Ray Stryker at this 
year’s Watermelon 
Festival. “We already 

know who the best is,” 
Bigg Stan boasts.
 “They have been all 
over Arkansas battling 
it out,” Mojo said to 
stir up more tension 
between the two. 
“Given our history, 
we’ve got to meet 
up again,” Bigg Stan 
said, “ and we already 
know the best is sit-
ting right here.”
Bigg Stan also said he 
is wrestling close to 
home when in Hope 
because he is origi-
nally from Texarkana. 
“It’s always good 
when your hometown 
people can easily 

come support you.” 
Bigg Stan said he has 
hometown supporters 
who have been with 
him “from the start.”
The guys said they 
differ from so called 
“sports entertainment 
companies” and en-
courages families to 
come watch. “We are 
trying to re-educate 
the people on what 
‘real’ wrestling is 
supposed to be,” Bigg 
Stan said.
He said this area can 
claim to have had the 
best wrestling around. 
“Wrestling legends 
such as Junk Yard Dog 

sold out the rodeo are-
na,” he added. “These 
legends went up and 
down these country 
roads making their liv-
ing and we are excited 

to bring that back.”
A few other match-
es taking place will 
be Angel Azul and 
Sangre, Texas legend 
Action Jackson and 

Loverboy Matt Rivera 
and several others. 
The action will begin 
at the Fair Park Ro-
deo Arena at 7 pm on 
August 8th.

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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DIAMOND RIO TO HEADLINE 43RD ANNUAL WATERMELON FESTIVAL

The biggest name 
to hit the Hope Wa-
termelon Festival yet, 
Country Music band 
Diamond Rio will 
entertain eager fans 
as the live show takes 
place at the Hope Fair 
Park CMC Steel Prod-
ucts stage, Saturday, 
August 10th at 8:30 
PM. 
Diamond Rio is the 
first country music 
group in history to 
reach number 1 with 
a debut single and 
SWARK.Today had 
the opportunity to ask 

the country music leg-
ends what they had to 
say to their Hope fans 
before the big show. 
SWARK: What would 
Diamond Rio like to 
say to those in Hope 
awaiting the concert at 
this year’s Hope Wa-
termelon Festival?
 Diamond Rio: “Get 
ready for a great night 
of Rio County Mu-
sic!”
 SWARK: What does 
Diamond Rio have 
to say about today’s 
country music? Do 
you think it is over 
produced or too much 
corporate influence?

 Diamond Rio: “We 
love to see the suc-
cess of Country music 
sustaining and having 
an uprising. It is more 
popular that it’s ever 
been. We were sent 
a video of Maddie & 
Tae covering “Meet 
in the Middle.” They 
did a super job! It is 
very humbling when 
younger artists cover 
our material or say we 
have influenced them 
in some way. We are 
seeing younger faces 
at our shows. 90’s 
country is becoming 
popular again, which 
of course we are 

jazzed about!”
SWARK: Does any-
one in the band have 
ties to Southwest 
Arkansas? OR To 

Arkansas in Gener-
al? Northeast Texas? 
Northwest Louisiana? 
Southeast Oklahoma? 
(This is what we refer 

to as the Four States 
Area) Diamond Rio: 
Diamond Rio 

See DIAMOND page 12

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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LOCAL TALENT OPENS FOR DIAMOND RIO

Local talent, Wyatt 
Putman, of Spring 
Hill, Arkansas will 
open for headline 
entertainer’s Diamond 
Rio at this year’s 
Hope Watermelon 
Festival.
Putman, 24, said he 
quit his day job at the 
steel plant in Hope to 
pursue his dream of 
not only singing, but 
being part of a 
revolution in 
Country music. He has 
already moved into a 
nice start, opening for 
names like Frank 

Foster and John Con-
lee.
“I am very excited for 
this time in my life 
and the new songs I 
will be releasing and 
playing for the festival 
crowd.”
“These songs will 
define who I am and 
how I feel about music 
in general, Putman 
said. “What we hear 
on country radio 
is a long way from 
Waylon,” he added. 
Putman stated that 
country music legend 
Waylon Jennings was 
a huge influence in his 
young career, that he 

also loved Merle 
Haggard and had a 
long list of others.
“People want to know 
what makes me 
different as an artist 
and I tell them I don’t 
do this for the 
lifestyle, the lights, the 
money or the action of 
it. I write and do this 
because this is who I 
am.” 
Putman said he got his 
first guitar at 12 years 
old and wrote his first 
song at the age of 16. 
He said with his first 
songs, he felt 
somewhat rushed to 
get them out, but now 

he has found the songs 
that are from the heart 
and let people know 
what his message is in 
country music today.
“I am proud of my 
first six songs, but I 
am very excited to 
release songs that tell 
the listeners and 
Country music fans 
today, just who I really 
am.” 
Putman will perform 
at Saturday, August 
10 at 7:30p.m. on the 
Hope Fair Park CMC 
Steel Products Stage. 
Additionally, there 
will be a booth set up 
at the concert to take 

donations for his song 
Stand Up Town which 
is dedicated to all 
Military Service, those 
who have lost their 
lives, those serving 

right now, as well as 
families who have lost 
and miss their loved 
ones.

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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CONTEST CONNECTS RECORD MELONS WITH HOPE PUBLIC SERVANT HERITAGE

This year, Hope will 
be on the lookout for a 
new politically correct 
winner in the Hope 
Watermelon Festival 
Politically Correct 
Watermelon Eating 
Contest. Competing 
Rivals, Prosecuting 
Attorney Christy Mc-
Queen and Hempstead 
County Sheriff James 
Singleton, fought it 
out for the title in past, 
but this year those 
fighting it out will be 
a mystery until the 
contest begins.
“The Sheriff and 
McQueen had devel-
oped quite a rivalry,” 
said Casey Curtis, of 
University of Arkan-
sas Hope-Texarkana. 
Due to prior commit-
ments, the Sheriff was 
unable to participate 
last year and will be 
unable to compete this 
year as well. With Sin-
gleton out of the way 
last year, McQueen 
claimed the title, ac-
cording to Curtis.

Governor Mike Bebe 
has also been a regular 
contestant, according 
to Curtis, but he also 
announced he won’t 
be in attendance this 
year. That doesn’t 
mean the excitement 
will stop, said the 
contest’s MC, Chris 
Thomason. Thoma-
son, UAHT Chancel-
lor, talks about what 
he thinks the contest 
means to him and to 
Hope’s heritage.
“The festival, which 
celebrates our world 
record melons, is also 
a celebration of the 
rich Southwest Arkan-
sas culture and values. 
I haven’t missed one 
in 14 years of com-
petitions,” Thomason 
said.
 “Along with the 
world’s biggest and 
sweetest watermel-
ons, our community is 
recognized for produc-
ing an unusually high 
number of public ser-
vants that have made a 
tremendous impact on 
our region, state and 

nation. “
Thomason said the 
Politically Correct 
Watermelon Eat-
ing Contest began 
connecting those 
two elements of our 
heritage on one stage 
at the world’s great-
est festival in 2005. 
He said for 14 years, 
melonfest goers have 
been entertained by 
their elected officials 
and candidates from 
all levels of office and 
all party affiliations 
competing in a “full 
out watermelon eating 
sprint race.”  
“It is more thrilling 

than a toad race and 
significantly more en-
tertaining than eating a 
sack of tomatoes.  The 
14th Annual Political-
ly Correct Watermelon 
Eating Contest allows 
you to get up close 
and personal with 
your elected officials 
and candidates while 
leaving you in amaze-
ment at the beauty 
of a red meat melon 
going down, seeds 
and all, at the hands of 
some dedicated public 
servant,” Thomason 
added.                 
All politicians are 
invited to just show 

up and dive in to some 
fresh, cold melon 
slices, according to 
UAHT sponsors.
The contest is Sat-
urday, August 10th 
at 10:30am on the 

Bancorp South Stage 
at Hope Fair Park.

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith
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WATERMELON STUDY  FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS DIVISION OF AGRICULTURE

WATERMELON - 
Division of Agri-
culture watermelon 
research seeks to im-
prove yields, improve 
soil and reduce insect 
pressure. (Image cour-
tesy Matthew Bertuc-
ci) Credit mandatory. 
Amanda McWhirt, 
extension fruit and 
horticulture specialist 
for the Division of 
Agriculture, said two 
major research trials, 
being held at both the 
Southwest Research 
and Extension Center 
in Hope, and the Vege-
table Research Station 
in Kibler, Arkansas, 
are examining the 
potential benefits of 
cover crops in wa-
termelon production. 
A third trial, led by 
Matthew Bertucci, a 
research scientist for 
the Division of Agri-
culture’s Arkansas Ag-
ricultural Experiment 
Station, will compare 
the yields of several 
seedless watermelon 
varieties under various 
growing conditions. 
The two cover crop 
trials will look at how 
the use of combining 
legumes with grasses 
already being used 
as cover crops may 
increase the input of 
nitrogen in the soil. 
Legumes form a 

symbiotic relationship 
with soil microbes that 
produces nitrogen, 
some of which may be 
left in the soil after the 
plant has matured. 
“There are a lot of wa-
termelon producers in 
the eastern part of the 
state who are already 
using cover crops, 
although they’re pri-
marily using grasses,” 
McWhirt said. “This 
puts a lot of carbon 
into the soil. By add-
ing legumes, the cover 
crop mixture may 
increase soil nitrogen, 
while still providing 
weed control. 
“What we’re seeing 
from the early weed 
biomass data is that 
mixes act just as well 
at suppressing weeds 

as the grass cover 
crops by themselves, 
and there does appear 
to be an increase in 
nitrogen when you 
add in that legume,” 
she said. 
The second cover crop 
trials are co-led by 
Jackie Lee, integrated 
pest management spe-
cialist for the Division 
of Agriculture, who 
is examining how the 
use of cover crops 
affect both beneficial 
insects and pests. 
“When the cover crop 
is still standing in the 
early spring, before 
we terminate it, some 
of the cover crops 
can act as hosts for 
pollinators, so grad-
uate student Paige 
Hickman has been 

‘pollinator trapping’ in 
different cover crops 
to see if the crops are 
providing habitat for 
different pollinators,” 
McWhirt said. “We’re 
weighing that poten-
tial benefit against 
the possibility of the 
crops creating a ‘green 
bridge’ for pest insects 
— aphids, for exam-
ple, making their way 
from the cover crop to 
the watermelon. 
“Thus far, we’re not 
seeing the cover crop 
acting as a bridge for 
pest insects into the 
watermelon,” she said. 
“And certain cover 

crops are acting as 
hosts for pollinators.” 
“We’ve had very 
impressive weed sup-
pression with a cereal 
rye cover,” Bertucci 
said. “The cereal rye 
grew in very densely 
and created a barrier 
that prevented weed 
emergence throughout 
the field. 
We see minimal weed 
emergence where the 
rye was disturbed, like 
tractor tires or maybe 
where the rye did not 
establish as densely,” 
he said. “But when the 
cover crop was com-
bined with a residual 

herbicide program, 
there were virtually no 
weeds present with-
in our watermelon 
plots. While weather 
patterns over the past 
several years have pre-
sented challenges to 
agricultural research 
in Arkansas, McWhirt 
said she was confident 
that the results of the 
trials will still prove 
beneficial to growers 
in the future. 
“Both years have been 
very wet,” she said. 
“Last spring was 

See STUDY page 14

Contributed by 
Division of Agriculture
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DIAMOND 
Continued from Page 8

drummer Brian Prout 
has family in the 
Conway-Greenbier 
area. He lived with his 
brother there back in 
1979. He expressed 
how much the area 
has blossomed since 
then! He enjoyed 
living there with his 
family but knew he 
was destined for more 
and making a career in 
music. Since there was 
not much for him in 
Arkansas at the time, 
it pushed him to get 
out and start his music 
career. After leaving 
Arkansas he had a 

short stint in Florida 
for a gig there, but his 
end goal was always 
moving to Nashville, 
which he did back in 
1984!  
SWARK: How much 
of your music is fami-
ly influenced? 
Diamond Rio: “We 
have always strived to 
write family friendly 
and positive message 
songs. When our kids 
were younger, we used 
to play potential songs 
for them, and we 
always knew we had a 
hit when they made us 
play the song over and 
over! That happened 
with “How your love 
makes me feel” and a 

few others!”
 SWARK: Name some 
of your role models.
 Diamond Rio: “My 
brother has always 
been a big role model 
for me. He always en-
couraged and motived 
me make something of 
myself and to pursue 
my career in music! It 
has been an incredible 
journey ever since!” – 
Brian Prout
SWARK: Are there 
any watermelon lovers 
in the band?? 
Diamond Rio: Of 
course! Who doesn’t 
love watermelon...It’s 
a summer staple!

Lion’s club members lined up in front of the fish fryers, prepping for 
the annual Watermelon Fish Fry held Friday, August 9, from 4:30 -7 
in the Community Room at Hope Fair Park.

To purchase Diamond Rio Tickets, visit the Hope-Hempstead 
County Chamber Office or buy online at uacch.edu/Diamond Rio.  
 Tickets: Adult - $15.00 & Children (4-10)-$6.00
 Day of Event - $20.00   Reserved - $40.00
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43RD ANNUAL WATERMELON 5K

The Watermelon 
5K was established 
in 1978, although it 
actually started out as 
a four mile race. “This 
race has a history,” 
longtime Race Direc-
tor Don Still said. “It 
is one of the longest 
running races in 
Southwest Arkansas 
and has been part of 
the Watermelon Festi-
val for over 40 years.” 
The race is part of the 
Grand Prix and had 
450 runners last year. 
There will also be a 

walking division for those 
who don’t want to run in 
the middle of August. Still 
also noted that there will 
be restrooms and showers 
provided for all partici-
pants of the race and they 
are invited to cool down 
at the Fair Park afterwards 
with watermelon and 
drinks.

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith

Kiwanis Club members prepare chicken for the annual Watermelon 
BBQ Chicken dinner Thursday, August 8, from 4:30 -7 in the Hope 
Fair Park Community Room.

Visit www.hopemelonfest.com to register for the 5K Run/Walk, 
Melon Mile, Watermelon Idol, Baggo Tournament and Car Show.  

Pick up Watermelon Olympics and Baggo Tournament Entry 
Forms at the chamber.

Don’t Forget!

The Softball 

Tournament and Golf 

Tournament are 

taking place along 

with all other 

scheduled events 

this weekened. 

Purchase Global 1 Pro 

Wrestling Tickets at 

at the gate.   

Adults: $15.00 Seats 

on Floor. 

Near Stage: $20.00 

Children 12 & 

under: $6:00 
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STUDY 
Continued from Page 11

very cool for a long 
time, well into the 
middle of April, so we 
had delayed planting 
in both years. We hav-
en’t had ideal planting 
seasons, where we 
were planting at the 
time we wanted. So 
both seasons have 

been a little trying, but 
we’re still hoping that 
we’ll get some good 
data on how cover 
crop mixes impact 
weeds, pests and crop 
yields in watermelon 
production, even in 
less than ideal 
conditions.” 

See ST ORY page 15
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WATERMELON IS A TRUE TREAT THIS YEAR

When you slice open 
a tasty sweet water-
melon this year, don’t 
take it for granted. Ac-
cording to specialists 
from the Southwest 
Extension Center and 
a few local growers, 
this year’s crop was 
damaged severely by 
heavy rainfall. Eighty 
percent of most local 
crops were lost. The 
excess moisture left 
melons cracking open 
in the field and rotting.
“Planting was delayed 
because of excess 
rainfall. Some places 
had good crops over 
Arkansas, and some 
did not have any crops 
at all,” Clay Wingfield 
of the Extension Cen-
ter said. 
“Lots of rain early was 
difficult and delayed 
planting somewhat in 
April and then we had 
some disease issues in 
some places and some 
splitting due to high 
rainfall,” Horticulture 
Specialist at the Ex-
tension Center, Aman-
da McWhirt said. 
Researchers with the 
University of Arkan-
sas System Division 
of Agriculture recently 
conducted a series of 
experimental trials 
to help the state’s 
watermelon growers 

improve their yields 
while improving the 
soil and reducing pest 
pressure, according to 
the center’s published 
findings.
McWhirt and Wing-
field were both heavi-
ly involved in the tests 
and said the data is 
still being analyzed.
One test was an eval-
uation of winter cover 
crops for watermelon 
production.
“We grow the cover 
crops in winter; we till 
them, lay plastic and 
cover them in mulch 
to grow the watermel-
ons.  We are seeing 

that some of the grass-
es and legume mix-
tures seem to impact 
how much nitrogen 
goes to the watermel-
on,” McWhirt an-
swered by email.
Another was a seed-
less watermelon 
variety trial, led by Dr. 
Matt Bertucci. That 
test was looking at 
several new seedless 
watermelon varieties 
compared to standard 
seeded types like 
Charleston Gray and 
Jubilee.
Wingfield said this test 
is a good test because 
not all watermelon 

By Stephanie 
Harris-Smith

consumers will need 
great big melons. 
Some families would 
benefit from a smaller 
seedless melon.
“If you have a family 

of four, they need a 
big melon,” Wingfield 
said, “while others 
need a smaller seed. 

See STUDY page 11
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