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2021 HEMPSTEAD COUNTY
------  20 UNDER 50  ------
--------------------------------------

This special edition from SWARK.Today highlights 20 local individuals under the age of 50 who are making big contributions 
to Hope and Hempstead County. There are so many wonderful, interesting people out there and we are proud to recognize 
them and their achievements in this special section. This fascinating group of people hail from all walks of life, with varying 
backgrounds, but they all have one thing in common: a devotion to move Hope and Hempstead County forward and improve the 
lives of others. We may be a small community, but we have big dreams. To get to that better tomorrow, we need individuals like 
these to share their talent, philosophies, and experiences.  Whether it’s through industry or community service, all twenty of these 
admirable and phenomenal citizens have made an impact.  There aren’t enough words to describe these outstanding people and 
the way they serve, but as you read, you will discover just a few.

WE THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SERVICE!

The 2021 Hempstead County 20 Under 50 magazine was published by SWARK.Today LLC. All rights reserved. 
Design - Dillan Kelsey, Sales - Shelly B. Short, Editorial - April Lovette
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Haley Rae Bane may be the youngest nominee for SWARK.Today’s 20 under 
50, but she’s definitely one of the most inspirational. At just age 11, this young 
lady has already accomplished opening her own successful, non-profit baking 
business, HR Sweets. All proceeds go to missionaries, local organizations, 
charities, fundraisers, and anybody in need. If Hailey Rae hears a whisper of 
someone who is in need, she jumps in with both feet, whole-heartedly, and 
gets to baking. In less than a year, she has raised over $2600 for donations to 
worthy causes.  

It all began with a faith-promise at her church, Victory Baptist. She decided 
to combine her love for baking with her devotion to helping others so she 
could donate money to a mission trip. HR Sweets was born and it quickly grew 
from there. Soon Hailey Rae was making more elaborate confections for people 
and organizations who touched her heart. She’s joined in fundraisers for sick 
children in need and donated cakes to children who have lost a parent. She 
has taken some of her HR Sweets to local police, firefighters, and ambulance 
workers as a “Thank You” for all their hard work. Recently, with the funds from a 
private donor, HR Sweets sponsored the Smiles in September project. Titled a 
“Pay It Forward ‘’ project, nominations of people in need or anybody deserving 
recognition for good deeds were sent in to HR Sweets and Hailey Rae baked 
and gave away over 100 baked goods.

Hailey Rae says her inspiration comes from the missionaries she met through 
her family and church. “They take a big risk going to these other countries. They 
need all the help they can get,” said Hailey Rae. She says her long-term goal is 
to one day go on a mission trip to the Domican Republic to teach others about 
Jesus. This young lady leaves such an impression on anyone fortunate enough 
to encounter her. She truly loves all and wants to see more people helping 
others in need. At just age 11, she is a hero to be admired.

Hailey Rae 
Bane InspirationalInspirational
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Suzie Gresham-Barham is a power-house who does it all. As the Public 
Relations/Marketing Director and Community Coordinator for Pafford Medical 
Services she is responsible for manning and monitoring the management 
teams at 54 bases across their service areas, providing them resources to 
work with each community. This could be in the form of a career fair, festival, 
chamber banquet, or the participation in local clubs of each community. Suzie 
grasps any opportunity to work with the public to provide free education such 
as offering CPR classes to the community or donating resources to schools for 
the Stop The Bleed campaign. Suzie also maintains her EMT certification and 
hops on a truck whenever she is needed. She is part of the Special Response 
Team who deploys to hurricanes and natural disasters and assists with testing 
at Pafford’s COVID-19 testing centers. She helps in any role necessary to 
continue caring for the community she loves. Suzie is a board member of the 
Garrett Memorial Christian School, committee member for Relay For Life, and 
a member of the Chamber of Commerce Board. She is also co-director of two 
scholarship competitions: Miss Southwest Arkansas and Miss Ouachita River, 
preliminaries for Miss Arkansas and Miss America, which help girls fund their 
education and further their career aspirations. 

Suzie’s inspiration is her family. “It’s a family business,” she says. “It was instilled 
in me  growing up that we are to find ways to care for our community, lend a 
helping hand, and have a positive effect on others. We have received constant 
support from Hope and Hempstead County with our expansions, projects, 
and EMS business. We want to serve them in return and be a good community 
partner.” Suzie’s compassionate character and dynamic talent has been a huge 
bonus for the local communities.

Suzie Gresham
Barham DynamicDynamic
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Kacey 
Barrington

CommittedCommitted
Kacey Barrington is the personification of commitment. As an employee 

of Walmart for 21 years, ten of them in management, she has turned that 
commitment into a vital resource for Hope and Hempstead County. In 
addition to running the day-to-day operations of a business that employs 
231 residents of Southwest Arkansas, as the Hope Walmart manager, Kacey 
is able to participate in various programs that service the community. 
Donations are made to the Sheriff’s department every year to help with 
their Shop With A Cop program, giving Christmas gifts to children from low-
income families. A grant was recently given to the Hamilton Haven project 
in Prescott: a program which gives housing relief for families in need. 
Each day food is given to the local food bank as part of the Feed America 
program. 

Kacey is also co-owner of Powers Fitness Center who support and 
sponsors little league sports, the Lions Club, and Rainbow of Challenges. 
Law enforcement and Hope city employees are given discounted gym 
memberships as thanks for their valuable service. Powers is also dedicated 
to the beautification and revitalization of downtown Hope. 

Kacey has many people in her life who have inspired her, but her dad has 
probably played the biggest role in helping form her dedicated approach 
to life. “He’s someone who always had a ‘never give up’ attitude and always 
encouraged me to try my hardest,” says Kacey. “I try to instill that same value 
in my kids, my associates, and my everyday life.” 

Arnetta 
Bradford

ReverentReverent
Arnetta Bradford brings a respectful and appreciative presence to Hope 

and Hempstead County. Her reverent manner inspires others to jump on 
board with projects in which she participates. She planned and produced 
the Heroes Behind The Mask Concert during the pandemic to praise and 
hearten the members of the community. The concert, live streamed from 
Hempstead Hall, presented artists, business owners, pastors, civic leaders, 
and all forms of citizens giving thanks to others for their continued hard 
work during the troublesome times. “We needed something positive,” says 
Arnetta. “People were down because businesses were closing and they 
were losing their jobs; everything was so confusing with the news changing 
each day. I wanted to thank everyone, whether it was a beautician, nurse, 
teacher, or small business owner and say, ‘We see you. Even though you 
wear your mask, we know what you are doing to make this difficult time 
easier.’”  

As owner/proprietor of HeBrews 11:1, Arnetta opened up her shop so 
numerous pastors could come in for weekly Facebook Live prayer meetings 
to give an uplifting message during the pandemic. She is a member of the 
Chamber of Commerce, youth director at Outreach Ministries, and part of 
the Hope Downtown Network. Another valuable service Arnetta provides 
to this community is her role as Director of the PAX Program. (Foreign 
Exchange Student Program). She finds homes for these students and makes 
sure they have the resources they need to complete a successful year. 
Arnetta’s positive spirit and caring nature motivate all who are fortunate 
enough to meet her.  
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Christy
Burns

EnthusiasticEnthusiastic
The ultimate cheerleader. Born and raised in Hope, Christy Burns has 

always had a love for encouraging and helping others in the community. 
She cheered for seven years while at Yerger Junior High and Hope High 
School and has continued that tradition, in a sense, by being part of and 
leading local organizations that serve the citizens of Hope and Hempstead 
County.   

Christy is the business manager at Heather Manor Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center. She has what she describes as “the perfect job” for 
her. She’s always had a love for numbers, even earning a degree in finance 
from UACCH, now UAHT. Now, she can combine her savvy skills in math 
with her love of people and help the residents of Heather Manor every day. 
She monitors the residents’ accounts to make sure they have the money for 
the things they need, sometimes even taking that extra step by going to the 
store for them to get those necessities. By doing all of these extras, it was 
no surprise that she was the recipient for the 2020 SWARK.Today Reader’s 
Choice Award for Best Nursing Home Employee.  

Christy also serves the community by being a member of and acting 
president of the Chamber of Commerce and team captain for the Relay for 
Life. She is also a past president and past member of Civitan. Christy says 
her motivation for her work is that the people of this community are like 
her family. Hope is her home. And she wants her home to be a great place 
for her kids Gage, Adison, Kenzi, Sawyer, and Piper, and her husband Kris. 
She says, “A lot of positive things are happening in Hope. I would like to 
see that continue and I will do anything I can to help and give back to this 
community. There are so many people here who have supported me and 
one of my biggest goals is to be able to thank all those who have stood by 
me.”

   

Daniel
Bramlett

CompassionateCompassionate
Daniel Bramlett’s ministry delivers a message of hope and understanding 

to the residents of Hope and Hempstead County. As the pastor at First 
Baptist Church of Hope, Daniel hopes to reach as many people as possible 
to share the church’s mission: knowing God and making Him known. “The 
church is the strongest change-agent in the world,” says Daniel. “It is the 
only continuous organization on Earth that can offer an other-worldly 
perspective to bring about change.” Daniel adheres to that mission in his 
service to the community. Programs like Banner Hope, an addiction recovery 
program that helps people use their newfound sobriety to help others and 
spread God’s plan, have completed re-models of local residents’ homes; 
they are currently working on their first demolition and build. Daniel and 
his wife, Laura, helped launch The Call, here in Hope an organization that 
partners with DHS to bring as many children out of foster care as possible.

First Baptist also offers a youth program, community worship, community 
prayer services, and much more. Soft-spoken and always smiling, Daniel 
offers a port in the storm for those seeking compassion and salvation. 
The church gives a great deal to this community by providing essential 
resources to those in need. Daniel takes it a step further and gives that little 
bit extra that can make all the difference. Sometimes people need a sense 
of love that fellowship can provide. A sense of peace that can come from the 
word. A sense of wholeness that is achieved with God. Daniel will be the first 
to tell anybody that we exist through God and He deserves all the credit, 
but Daniel helps open the door with his grace and humility teaching others 
all things are possible through Christ. 
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Colton Capps, a Spring Hill native and SAU alumni, has many 
roles in the local agricultural community that all come together, 
full-circle, to promote progress for Hempstead County. He is a loan 
officer at Diamond Bank, with the bulk of his lending rooted in 
agricultural loans. Colton is also co-owner of JACO Meats, a meat 
processing plant that is the first USDA inspected and approved 
beef slaughter facility in Hempstead County. At JACO, local cattle 
farmers can market their calves, have JACO butcher them and make 
the sales themselves, or sell it to JACO for them to re-sell. JACO also 
provides custom exempt meat processing for cattle, venison, hogs, 
goats, etc., anything not intended to be sold. This company also 
participates in Arkansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry program, 
which allows hunters to donate  ground venison to the local food 
bank. Colton also has his own cattle farm with about 90 head of 
Beefmaster cows.  

In all of these roles, he is allowed the privilege of helping other 
farmers, and in effect, all residents of Hempstead County. Colton 
firmly believes in the aphorism  “A rising tide raises everyone’s boat.” 
For him, community is defined by everyone supporting each other 
and making efforts to bring about new industry to create jobs and 
boost the local economy, therefore improving the overall quality of 
life for all. His greatest inspirations come from his family and those 
who came before him who paved the way and lended a hand.

Colton Capps
IndustriousIndustrious



CONGRATS COLTON!

Diamond Bank is excited to honor you for being named to the 20 under 50 list in Hempstead 
County.  Your dedication to Hope and the surrounding communities and your commitment to 

our customers truly represents what Diamond Bank strives to provide across all of our markets.  
We are proud to have you as a part of the Diamond Bank team!  

Hope | 400 S Main St. | 870-777-3200

Colton Capps
Loan Officer
NMLS# 1314174
ccapps@diamond.bank
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Jodi Coffee is the epitome of patience and hard work. Although 
she would say she is not worthy of taking credit, anyone who 
knows her or anything about the Hope Farmers’ Market says her 
diligence has been a huge asset to Hope and Hempstead County.  
She was instrumental in making this vision a reality. After long 
years of meetings, paperwork, and planning, the Hope Farmers’ 
Market is now entering its eighth season. The Farmers’ Market is a 
place for local food to be sourced, as well as having educational 
components. Anyone can stop in on a Tuesday and know directly 
where their fresh fruits and vegetables are grown. Sometimes, 
the Market has fresh honey from a local beekeeping association 
or fresh eggs from local poultry farmers. Cottage foods, such as 
baked goods, jams, and jellies, are available as well. There are some 
vendors who accept WIC vouchers, and the Market is currently in 
the process of offering SNAP benefits. 

Jodi says none of this would be possible without the help and 
efforts of so many individuals and organizations collaborating on 
this project. “It has taken a village, and thankfully, we have had 
that village to make it come to be,” says Jodi. She says her biggest 
motivation is family. She has three daughters and she wants to 
provide them every opportunity possible. Jodi says, “Hope may 
be a small town, but it has big hope. LIfe is what you make of it. If 
they really want something to happen, they have to work hard to 
make it happen.” Jodi has proven this philosophy works, and a long 
term goal for this community was realized with her dedication and 
determination to see it through.

Jodi Coffee
DiligentDiligent
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Mikki 
Curtis

DevotedDevoted
Mikki Curtis has one primary goal that drives her in everything she does: 

taking care of the kids in this community. She is sincerely devoted to her 
students at UAHT, the kids in her ministry at church, and the children she 
serves in Hope and Hempstead County through clubs and organizations. As 
Dean of Secondary Programs at UAHT, she supervises the Hope Collegiate 
Academy, the Arkansas High School Collegiate Academy, and the Secondary 
Career and Technical Education Center. She played an instrumental role in 
the creation of the Hope Collegiate Academy, the first of its kind in the 
state of Arkansas. This program gives students the opportunity to graduate 
high school with a high school diploma and an associates degree. Mikki 
makes sure the students have the resources they need to be successful 
in this program and, ultimately, graduate college, help their families, and 
be productive members of the community. She is always available to give 
tutoring, provide materials, or just lend an ear if needed. 

Mikki also serves local children by being a member of the Junior Auxiliary 
of Hope and a part of the Beads, Bags, and Bangles Kids College Fundraiser 
Committee. She is very active with the youth at her church, Providence 
Baptist Church, where she gains much of her inspiration. “The Lord is why 
I do everything, because of my relationship with Him,” said Mikki.   “For 
these kids, the way I communicate with them and the way I handle myself 
with them could very well be the only bit of love they see, depending on 
their backgrounds and home life. It’s important to help kids grow and 
be successful, but also to just be there for them and show them love and 
support for all their needs.” Mikki’s dedication and hard work has been an 
invaluable resource to Hope and Hempstead County. With the first class of 
the Hope Collegiate Academy approaching graduation, not only are the 
students grateful for her fierce commitment, but parents, families, and 
community members are thankful, as well. 

Justin 
DeVenney

HonorableHonorable
Justin DeVenney has spent 15 years providing valuable service to 

Hempstead County. He began at the Blevins Volunteer Fire Department 
after graduating from Blevins High School and now works for the Hope 
Fire Department and serves as Fire Chief for the De Ann Volunteer Fire 
Department. In his role as Fire Chief, he worked relentlessly to upgrade De 
Ann VFD’s ISO fire rating which has saved surrounding citizens hundreds 
of dollars a year in insurance premiums. This process required intensive 
training, copious amounts of paperwork, and an in-depth ISO inspection.

 Along with other De Ann volunteer firefighters, and after many hours 
of fundraising and preparation, Justin helped support families in need at 
Christmas by bringing presents for the children and a Christmas dinner 
for each family. His service does not stop there, however. Outside of the 
fire departments, he is the owner/operator of Justin’s Lawn Service. His 
business donates lawn services to those who are sick, having financial 
difficulty, or experiencing difficult circumstances. They will mow the yard, 
cut limbs, pick up around the property, and do anything that they can to 
maintain and care for someone who needs this service. 

Justin says he does the same thing anyone else would do in his position. 
His definition of community is, “Everybody should help out those in need. 
If someone needs something, step up. It may not be a need for money; it 
may just be something that might not mean a whole lot to you, but could 
mean so much to somebody else.” Justin’s inspiration comes to him in 
the form of his wife and three children and, also, his grandparents after 
watching them help complete strangers on the street when he was a child. 
He now continues this tradition by giving endless, honorable service to his 
community in any way he can.
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Lindsey Honea always has a smile. She approaches all tasks with 
an infectious momentum and vivacious energy. She is co-owner 
of Main Street Cleaners and Main Street Smokers utilizing both 
to present barbecue benefits for churches, the arts council, local 
charitable organizations, and anyone who needs a helping hand. 
She is a member of Junior Auxiliary of Hope and the Chamber of 
Commerce. As president of the Southwest Arkansas Arts Council 
(SWAAC), Lindsey oversees programs like Stars Academy, a 
children’s theater program, and Arts in Education, where artists 
come into the schools and create a piece or installment with 
the students. Lindsey is one of the founders of SWActors, a local 
community theater program. As part of Thrive Hempstead County, 
she is a co-collaborator of the podcast, Hope Grown. 

“For me, community means being part of a bigger idea, a 
melting pot of people and cultures, where all strive to promote 
growth,” says Lindsey. “There are so many different types of people 
here and they all have something to bring to the table. We can use 
our diversity to enrich our entertainment and culture.” Lindsey’s 
biggest role models have been her parents. Her mom had a 
compassionate approach of getting the job done with kindness, 
and her dad has a civic philosophy of lending a helping hand to 
any and everybody who needs it. Lindsey has certainly followed 
in their footsteps, and with style. Her panache and talent coupled 
with her belief in kind community service has others smiling, as 
well, across Hope and Hempstead County.    

Lindsey Honea
VivaciousVivacious
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Hope native and SAU alumni, Jacob Jones, is the Market 
President for Farmers Bank & Trust. In this role, he is responsible 
for the day to day operations of the Hope market including 
both Hope branches, the Blevins branch, and the commercial 
lending department. He also represents Farmers Bank & Trust in 
it’s interactions with the community. Jacob generously donates 
his time and energy to many local groups and organizations, 
serving as president of Hope Kiwanis Club, co-chair of Thrive 
Hempstead County, treasurer of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Hope and Hempstead County, and he is an active member of 
Bethany Baptist Church. 

Jacob’s inspiration comes in the form of his family: his wife, 
Jordan, his children, Jenna and Jett, and his parents. He says 
after watching both his parents be so active in the community 
and school system, he feels like it is now his turn. Jacob says, 
”This is home for me. I’m blessed with the opportunity to be 
able to work and give back to the same community I was raised 
in, the community I’m now raising my family in. The people 
I work with at the bank, the people in my civic clubs, the 
people I grew up with, we’re all in this together.” Whether he 
is representing Farmers Bank & Trust or acting on behalf of an 
organization, Jacob strives to lend a helping hand to anyone 
in need. 

Jacob Jones
GenerousGenerous
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Amanda
Lance

InnovativeInnovative
Amanda Lance is continuously discovering new ways to serve the 

people of Hope and Hempstead County. One day she is co-collaborating 
new, original programs like the podcast, Hope Grown for Thrive Hempstead 
County, which provides a cohesive calendar of events for the county. The 
next she is participating in those tried and true organizations such as 
Junior Auxiliary of Hope, Hope Rotary Club (as next year’s president), and 
Southwest Arkansas Arts Council. Amanda is also a member of SADA, the 
Southwest Arkansas Development Alliance, targeted toward eighth graders 
and high schoolers to get them interested in manufacturing and industrial 
jobs. Furthermore, she is a very active member of the Hope Church of Christ. 

Most days, Amanda can be found at the UAHT campus. As Director 
of Hempstead Hall and Workforce Development, she is responsible for 
planning community, training, and entertainment events. In a year’s time, 
some 65,000 people walk through the doors. For each and every function, 
Amanda must find creative and effective avenues to achieve the primary 
objective of an event by visualizing and planning the smaller, precise 
details. Amanda adheres to this blueprint for success in the rest of her life, 
as well. In the bigger picture of an accomplished community, the details 
matter, the individual people matter. “Success doesn’t happen in a vacuum,” 
Amanda says. “In a community, people looking for the same goals need to 
work together and surround themselves with other successful individuals. 
The more you cheer on those around you, the better off everyone will be.” 
Amanda’s innovative thinking and quick wit are a true asset to the success 
of citizens in Hope and Hempstead County.

Clay Lance
NobleNoble

Clay Lance never tires of helping others. His dignified, charitable service 
to Southwest Arkansas begins with his role at Farm Credit Services of 
Western Arkansas. People come to him with a dream of ownership; whether 
it’s a tractor, house, farm, or poultry houses, Clay helps them achieve those 
dreams and goals of living a rural lifestyle. At Farm Credit, Clay also helps 
with premium sales for local 4-H clubs, and he is a member of the Premium 
Sale Committee for Nevada County. 

Clay continues his kind contributions after hours with many local groups 
and organizations. He is a member of the Hope Rotary Club, president of 
the Rainbow Of Challenges Board of Directors, and past president of the 
Chamber of Commerce of Hope and Hempstead County. He continues to 
promote rural living by serving on the Farm Families of the Year Committees 
for Hope and Hempstead Counties. Clay is also a former member and 
president of United Way. Even Clay’s exercise of running provides him 
the privilege of helping others. He is a member of the running club in 
Hope, Melon Vine Striders. This group helps carry the torch for the Special 
Olympics each year, and runs races to raise money for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. He is also very active in his church, Hope Church of Christ. 
Clay believes that community means everybody working together for the 
common good.  He says, “There’s something about our make-up as human 
beings that needs to be generous. It’s a necessity because so much has 
been given to us.” Clay’s noble service is a huge benefit for this community. 
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Brian Lee
DedicatedDedicated

Brian Lee, a Spring Hill native, has worked in finance for 18 years since 
he graduated from SAU with a degree in Business Administration in 2003. 
Hailing from a long line of farmers, Brian decided to utilize that knowledge 
of agriculture and combine it with his advanced math skills by working in 
agricultural and commercial lending to help other farmers achieve their 
dreams and goals. Brian also serves his community by working with United 
Way. He is extremely dedicated to this organization that keeps 99 percent 
of all funds raised here in Hempstead County. As a part of United Way, Brian 
works with groups like the local boy and girl scouts, Rainbow of Challenges, 
and the Hempstead County Closet, a program helping foster children. One 
program with United Way that especially inspires him is a partnership with 
Harvest Texarkana; it is a backpack program that sends food home with 
children who are in need. Currently, over 70 children in the Hempstead 
County area are receiving assistance with this program. Brian also serves as 
a board member for his church, Spring Hill Christian Church. 

 Brian’s motivation for all his work is to provide a better for life for his son, 
his family, and his neighbors. He believes community means everybody 
helping each other to make a better future for our area and an improved 
quality of life from the bottom to the top. He says, “In the long run, you really 
get a lot more out of giving than taking.”

Aley 
Mendoza

GraciousGracious
Aley Mendoza works at Heather Doucet State Farm Insurance where 

she is a bilingual sales representative, a  fully-licensed notary public, and 
representative for the Chamber Ambassador Program. In addition to this, 
Aley donates much of her free time serving Hope and Hempstead County in 
various groups and organizations. Aley is a member and former president of 
the Evening Lions Club, a member of the Chamber of Commerce, the Junior 
Auxiliary of Hope, the Southwest Arkansas Arts Council, and also part of the 
inaugural class of Leadership Hope, a leadership and community awareness 
program. In addition to these groups, she has spent time volunteering at 
the Charitable Christian Medical Clinic of Hope, and providing translating 
services to anyone in the community who needs it. 

Aley is described by most as kind, gracious, and humble. Her philosophy 
of community can be described as people coming together for the growth 
and prosperity of their children’s future. Everything she does is for her 
children, Emmanuel and Sarah, and her husband, Manuel.  She says, “These 
are just things that need to be done. I just want a better tomorrow for my 
children. I also want to set a good example for them.” Aley’s inspirations 
come in the form of her parents and boss. Her parents have worked 
diligently in two of Hempstead County’s staple industries; growing and 
selling watermelons and owning and working chicken houses. Of her 
boss, she says Heather is her number one cheerleader and always supports 
her dreams and goals.  Aley believes Hope, Arkansas has many positive 
attributes and she will do anything possible to help it grow even more.
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Summer 
Powell

ArdentArdent
Summer Powell has only been in Hope for five years, but she’s already 

made quite the impression. Born and raised in Nashville, with a detour at 
Henderson where she received her bachelor’s degree in recreation, she 
moved to Hope in 2016. She started out in the maintenance department 
at Hope’s Fair Park and quickly worked her way up to the Director of Parks, 
Recreation, and Tourism. In addition to caring and planning  for the city’s 
parks, sports’ fields, tourist attractions, and the Hope Municipal Airport, she 
is also responsible for working closely with the Chamber of Commerce to 
present the Watermelon Festival every year. Summer took her role a step 
further and started several new programs for Hope including a youth tennis 
program, youth flag football program, a women’s exercise program and a 
wildly popular summer kids’ program. For eight weeks in the summer, 
kids ages 4 to 12 can go to Fair Park twice a week and participate in 
different activities every visit. There might be crafting, dodgeball games, or 
swimming on any given day. This program is free for the community’s youth 
and open to all.

Summer’s ardent dedication to her community expands even further. 
She  also serves as a member of Junior Auxiliary of Hope, secretary of the 
Hope Tourism Board, and as co-chair of Hope Trade Day.  When asked what 
inspires her to this level of commitment for her community, her answer was 
straight-foward: the kids. Through all the parks’ programs she’s bonded with 
many of the local youth. She said, “I’ve watched these kids play ball, watched 
them participate in park activities, and some I’ve had three summers in a 
row in the summer program. I love watching them have fun. It just keeps 
pushing me.” 

One of Summer’s long-term goals is to see more people coming 
together to give, not just the children, but all citizens of Hope a sense of 
family. Summer said, “Community is a sense of family and friendship with 
people working together as one to make it a better place for all to live.” 
She’s definitely made an impact on Hope’s community family, especially 
the kids. Anybody attending the Watermelon Festival, watching a baseball 
game, or even just strolling through the park can find Summer Powell easily. 
Just listen for, “Miss Summer! Miss Summer!” and look for the group of kids 
trailing behind her. 

Blake
Montgomery

TenaciousTenacious
Blake Montgomery doesn’t know the meaning of the word obstacle. 

With his tenacious drive and indomitable spirit, he has accomplished more 
at 28 than some do in a lifetime. Graduating college at 19 and law school 
at 22, he was the youngest licensed attorney in the state of Arkansas in the 
last 70 years. Considering these accolades and the fact that he scored the 
highest on the February 2015 Arkansas bar exam, Blake had multiple job 
offers and lucrative career options as he advanced toward the next phase of 
his life. He chose to bring it all home. 

Blake’s family has been in Hope since the early twentieth century, and he 
wanted to give back to the community that had given so much to him and 
his family. Blake says, “If our best and our brightest always go somewhere 
else, we, as a community, can’t get better. Hope has been good to my family 
for a long time, and I feel like I owe it to Hope to take the investment they 
put in me and put it back here.” Blake is even more inspired to serve his 
community now that he and his wife, Hannah, have a newborn son, Andrew. 

Blake is the only lawyer in town who does statewide work in addition to his 
local contributions. He serves on the executive committee for the Arkansas 
Bar Association, a member of the Arkansas Trial Lawyers Association, and 
he was appointed by Governor Hutchinson to serve as Commissioner on 
the Arkansas Public Defender Commission. He serves Hope and Hempstead 
County by being a member of the Hope/Hempstead County Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of the Hope Downtown Network. Blake is also a 
member of the Hope-Prescott Camp of Gideons International, and a loyal 
member of Unity Baptist Church. Blake plans to take his public service even 
further; recently announcing his candidacy for Prosecuting Attorney. Blake 
will continue to strive and thrive in the community he calls home, and many 
look forward to what is yet to come.  
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John Sitzes, owner of Bobcat Freight, has quietly provided 
service to this community for years, taking care of those little 
details no one knows about and never wanting recognition. 
Whether it’s installing trash receptacles on a downtown 
sidewalk or assisting other business owners with building 
repairs, John is dedicated to the beautification and preservation 
of the downtown Hope area. His selfless philosophy of civic 
duty is apparent when he discusses his love for his town. “I feel 
like I have an obligation to my community to use my energy in 
a positive way. We can all just do a little bit, and have it make a 
big impact,” says John. 

John’s biggest inspiration is his late partner, Ryan Townsend. 
John credits Ryan with teaching him his work ethic. “Ryan 
brought me in here, a naive 22 year old, taught me how to work 
hard; how to get up earlier and stay later to get the job done,” 
John said. He credits his dad for teaching him about community 
service. He is still a member of Boy Scout Troop Five. John is 
also a member of the Lions Club, Chamber of Commerce, and 
the Hope Downtown Network. His motivation for all he does is 
what he calls “the crew.” John says his wife, Allison, and sons, 
Will and Mack, make all his hard work worth it.

John Sitzes
SelflessSelfless
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“Never forget about home,” is Christopher Smith’s mantra. After graduating 
from Hope High School and the University Community College at Hope, 
Christopher proceeded to attend University of Little Rock for his bachelor’s 
degree in political science, Arkansas State University for a master’s degree 
in Public Administration, and the University of Southern California for his 
doctorate in Organizational Change in Leadership. He has also worked 
as Programs Coordinator for Special Programs and Special Assistant to 
the President at Philander Smith College in Little Rock. He brought all of 
these academic, professional, and life experiences back home to Hope to 
share with students and the community where he serves as the Dean of 
Student Services at the University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana. In this role, 
Christopher provides the support and resources necessary for students 
to stay in college and graduate so they can then go on to be productive 
members of the community. College life is a crucial step in the evolution of a 
citizen, and UAHT students benefit from the benevolent hand and guidance 
Christopher’s administration has to offer. Under his leadership, UAHT has 
begun programs like the Rerail Academic Recovery Program, assisting those 
students who have deviated from the college track to get back on the path 
toward graduation. The Iron Horse Pantry program was also developed, 
providing students with needs that occur outside the classroom. Whether it’s 
providing counseling, giving supplies, or offering a meal, Christopher strives 
to make available those resources students might need.  

In addition to his role at the college, Christopher serves as a member 
of Kiwanis, a board member for Cherish Our Youth, LLC., chair of the UAHT 
Chancellor’s Task Force on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion, member of the 
UALR Alumni Association, and member of the USC Alumni Association. He 
also served on the University of Arkansas System Racial Equality Task Force. His 
years of charitable service can be summed up with Christopher’s definition of 
community, “Community is togetherness. It is understanding that we all may 
be different, whether its gender, race, religion, or socioeconomic status, but 
at the end of the day we are respectful to each other and we will continue to 
build up this community of hope in Southwest Arkansas.”

Christopher 
Smith BenevolentBenevolent
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From local and state conferences to Grammy-winners and everything in 
between, there is always something happening at Hempstead Hall.

We offer more than just a state-of-the-art 65,000 square-foot modern 
venue. 

Our planning team will help bring your event to life and make you feel 
right at home.

HempsteadHall .com

HEMPSTEAD
Hall

Center
for
Every
THING

2500 SOUTH MAIN, HOPE, AR  |   HEMPSTEADHALL@UAHT.EDU

870.722.8565Call Us:

C O M M U N I T Y   |   C O N C E R T S   |   C O N F E R E N C E S

C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  T O  O U R  D I R E C T O R

Amanda Lance
FOR BEING NAMED ONE OF SWARK.TODAY’S 20 UNDER 50


