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2022 H E M P S T E A D  CO U N T Y

20 UNDER 50
This special edition from SWARK.Today highlights 20 local individuals under the age of 50 who are making big 
contributions to Hope and Hempstead County. There are so many wonderful, interesting people out there, and we are 
proud to recognize them and their achievements in this special section. This fascinating group of people hail from all 
walks of life with varying backgrounds, but they all have one thing in common: a devotion to move Hope and Hempstead 
County forward and improve the lives of others. This may be a small community, but the citizens have big dreams. To get 
to that “better tomorrow,” we need individuals like these to share their talent, philosophies, and experiences. Whether it’s 
through industry or community service, all twenty of these admirable and phenomenal citizens have made an impact 
on many lives, businesses, and organizations. There aren’t enough phrases to describe these outstanding people and 
how they inspire the rest of the community, but as you read, you will discover just a few.

The 2022 Hempstead County 20 Under 50 magazine 
was published by SWARK.Today LLC. 

All rights reserved.

Design  -  Dillan Kelsey                  Sales  -  Shelly B. Short

Editorial  -  April Lovette  &  Jeff Smithpeters
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Since Tanya Alvarado returned to Hope in October after living in Little Rock to finish her education 
and launch her career, she has become the soul of the phrase “hit the ground running.” In addition 
to assuming duties at Hope’s branch of Diamond Bank in business development and customer 
service and raising her son Gio, who is now14, Tanya has immersed herself in community service 
by joining and becoming active with the Hope Junior Auxiliary as Events Chair and serving as an 
ambassador of the Hope-Hempstead County Chamber of Commerce.

Before she left Little Rock, “I’d be sitting in traffic and miss Hope,” Tanya said. “I just love that 
community aspect to everything. Everyone knows each other. Everybody says, ‘to raise a kid, it 
takes a village.‘ Well, here it takes a community.” Having moved to Hope at age five with her parents 
and sister, Tanya has gotten to know the community well. She graduated from Hope High in 2007, 
then went to then-UACCH, collecting an associate degree. The next few years she spent at UALR 
taking classes in social work and criminal justice and then working for U.S. Bank, Red River Credit 
Union, then becoming a Branch Manager for TruService Federal Credit Union, but she has come 
back to Hope with a plan. “I told myself, ‘If I come back to Hope, it will be to make a difference in the 
community.’”

In the future, Tanya hopes to continue serving, both as a banker and as an advocate for children. 
Her work for the Junior Auxiliary benefits children and has allowed her insight into a need children 
have here. “Kids need something to do that will keep them out of trouble. Kids need to have extra 
curriculars,” she said, adding that the idea of art students creating murals for the soon-to-be-built 
Pocket Park downtown would be helpful toward this goal. Eventually, she would like to be elected 
to the Hope Public Schools Board or the Hope City Board. If so, she’d want to increase the availability 
of Spanish translation of their meetings. “I have a lot of high aspirations,” Tanya admits, but her focus 
on kids and inclusivity make her easy to root for.

TANYA  ALVARADO
If you want to be a true professional, you will do something outside yourself, something to repair tears in your community. 

Something to make life a little better for people less fortunate than you. That’s what I think a meaningful life is – living not for 
oneself, but for one’s community.” - Ruth Bader Ginsburg
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Brandy Armstrong serves the people of Hope and Hempstead County by 
providing valuable resources that are essential to area residents. A lifelong 
love of cars and a dedication to helping others motivated Brandy to begin 
Platinum Auto in 2019. What had previously been his hobby, installing luxurious 
modifications and fixing mechanical issues on cars for others in the community, 
has truly become his calling. Brandy has grown to be a trusted source for 
automobiles in the area and was voted Readers’ Choice Best Car Salesperson in 
2021. Furthermore, Platinum Auto’s personable customer service and aptitude for 
supplying members of the community with quality vehicles is why the business 
has earned  the moniker “The People’s Lot.” 

Brandy’s talent for pairing the perfect transportation with the right owner isn’t 
his only contribution to local industry and community. Last year, Farmers Union 
Insurance opened with Brandy as the Licensed Agent. Assisting local citizens with 
their insurance needs is just another way in which Brandy can help others. In just 
his first few months as a Farmers Union Agent, Brandy was honored with the Top 
Producer of FUMI Insurance and Top Producer of Auto Insurance Awards. 

Brandy’s biggest inspiration comes in the form of his faith. He says to put God 
first, work hard, be good to people, and then the rest will fall into place. Brandy 
often offers his time and services to those in need, and Platinum Auto is also 
a proud supporter of numerous local school and community organizations. 
Brandy’s greatest joy comes from the fellowship and camaraderie gained by 
working with others in the community, and he looks forward to that and much 
more in the years to come.

BRANDY ARMSTRONG
“To whom much is given, much is required.”
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CONGRATS TANYA!
Diamond Bank is excited to honor you for 

being named to the 20 under 50 list in 
Hempstead County.  Your dedication to 
Hope and the surrounding communities 
and your commitment to our customers 

truly represents what Diamond Bank strives 
to provide across all of our markets.  

WWe are proud to have you as a part of 
the Diamond Bank team!  

Hope | 400 S Main St. | 870-777-3200

Tanya Alvarado
Head Teller/CSR

Jennifer Block has had much to celebrate recently, and the residents of Hope and Hempstead 
County are celebrating right along with her. In January, Jennifer was selected as the new 
Executive Director of the Southwest Arkansas Arts Council (SWAAC). In just a few short months, 
she has already organized and implemented a Daddy-Daughter Dance, a Youth Arts Show, and 
a membership drive, plus she is planning an upcoming Drama Camp for youth and a sketching 
class for youth and adults. The mission of SWAAC is to enrich our communities by experience, 
expression, and education in all the Arts. For Jennifer, this is the perfect job and her inspiration 
for success. “I think it’s a combination of two factors: art appreciation and nonprofit work,” she 
says. “I love and care for all of the arts: music, drama, literature, plus so much more. I get to 
combine that with nonprofit work and making sure the organization is strong and can fulfill its 
mission. It’s the dream job I never knew I wanted.”  

Jennifer isn’t new to the arena of nonprofit work. She spent almost 11 years working in 
administration at Rainbow of Challenges (ROC), a vital resource in the community which 
provides support and services for children and adults with developmental disabilities. Her 
devotion to serving her community continues in her free time, as well; she has volunteered 
time and services to assist with other local projects and events like community theater and the 
podcast, Hope Grown, for Thrive Hempstead County. “My perspective is if I want the community 
to be great, then I need to pitch in to make it that way. I hold myself accountable to making sure 
I’m doing my part.”

Jennifer looks forward to the next few years in her new role, and her focus will be working 
with the public schools to offer students experience with theater productions and seeing to 
the further development of community theater. Her goals also include growing the council, 
extending its reach, and strengthening its ties with local artists, in addition to expanding current 
SWAAC projects like STAR Academy, the ARTpark, and gallery showings. “Since SWAAC focuses 
strictly on the Arts, this organization is an integral component of our community’s culture,” she 
says. “Our enjoyment of music, drama, painting, and all other mediums bring us together as one 
to celebrate the diversity of expression and enrichment that the Arts have to offer.”

JENNIFER BLOCK
“Never confuse movement with action.” - Ernest Hemingway
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In just his first year as Hope Public Schools Superintendent, Dr. Jonathan Crossley 
has made a compelling impression. With Jonathan at the helm, HPS launched Bobcat 
Works, a community internship program which places eligible high school students 
directly into the local workforce, and started the HPS Foundation, which will provide 
scholarship opportunities for students. A $900,000 grant was secured for Yerger Middle 
School to go toward STEM education, and the number of students for Hope Collegiate 
Academy was expanded, allowing more students to earn a high school diploma and 
an associates degree simultaneously. Jonathan aspires to see the community’s youth 
reach high school graduation having already achieved success. “There is life-changing 
power in the classroom,” he says. “When you have a strong relationship with kids, and 
you invest with them and their family, the sky’s the limit. In the next five years, our 
long-term vision is to see every kid graduate with either a professional certification in 
skilled trade or an associates degree.”

Jonathan’s enthusiasm and ambition have also been felt elsewhere in the 
community, and he has been visible at multiple Hope and Hempstead County events. 
“I believe the school system needs to be an active part of the local community,” he 
says. “I view my role of superintendent as being a conduit between the school and 
businesses, churches, and other organizations. To make the progress you want, you 
need that collaboration.”

Jonathan says his energy and drive are maintained by adhering to his core values 
of faith, vision, and perseverance. Those values, plus his inspiration, derive from his 
parents. He learned his diligent work ethic from his father, who spent his whole career 
in the cotton mill, and his compassion for children from his mother, who was a parent 
educator and worked with youth ages pre-K and younger. “The perfect recipe for who 
I am now is a mixture of my two parents who paved the way, and the education that 
they provided for me has been instrumental,” Jonathan says. “My parents have been 
my greatest teachers.”

Justin Dean
Congrats

on your recognition as one of 
Hempstead County's 20 Under 50!

We are proud of you and the work you do
for Hope and Hempstead County.

From all of your friends at 

DR. JONATHAN CROSSLEY
“The best way out is always through.” - Robert Frost
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Katherine Daniels is a rising star of talent whose savvy skill in event production contributes 
to a variety of enjoyable entertainment and professional activities for the residents of Hope and 
Hempstead County. As Technical Director for Hempstead Hall, she is the woman behind the scenes 
who plans and ensures that all details of stage production like light, sound, special effects, plus 
much more, operate seamlessly when big acts like the Oak Ridge Boys, Shenandoah, and Fairy Tales 
on Ice hit the stage. In addition to her prowess inside the production booth of the auditorium, Kat 
oversees all technical aspects in the conference center where companies and organizations hold 
training, banquets, and conferences. She is also responsible for Hempstead Hall’s marketing so she 
designs the ads, social media posts, and vivid posters displayed online and around town in the 
months leading up to an event. Hempstead Hall offers area residents a local venue for fun, family-
friendly entertainment, as well as the opportunity to experience new and different types of art and 
culture, and Kat treasures every minute of it. “I love seeing people happy,” she says. “I enjoy watching 
the audience’s reactions, especially kids, when I do something with light or sound. Knowing we are 
exposing our community to something new and interesting is what keeps me motivated. I think 
people discover things they didn’t even know they could like or enjoy through what we do here.” 

Hempstead Hall also takes an active part in local activities and organizations. One might see Kat 
attending a Chamber Community Coffee or collaborating with members of the Southwest Arkansas 
Arts Council for an event. However, when the curtain closes at the Hall, Kat’s work isn’t done. In 
her off-time, she volunteers her services to organizations such as Klipsch and Garrett Memorial. 
She also works at the family farm and business, Miracle Farms Market, a market-type store open 
to the public from May to November where residents can procure grass-fed beef, homegrown 
pork, poultry, fresh produce, raw jersey milk, and eggs. Kat says her dad, Jack E. Daniels, has been 
the biggest inspiration for her can-do attitude. “He is very conceptual. He likes to dream big and 
think big,” Kat says. “I watched my dad as he toured the country for 20 years as Dave Phelphs music 
director while also working on the farm and being a music minister at church. He’s always played so 
many roles and played them well. I learned nothing is impossible until proven impossible, and even 
then that doesn’t stop me from trying. So, like him, I shoot for the stars.”

KATHERINE DANIELS
“You can do anything if you have the want to and the work ethic to make it happen.”  - Jack E. Daniels
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Justin Dean has been a public servant for fifteen years, beginning two weeks 
after his high school graduation. He has worn numerous hats over the years, 
sometimes several at once, but they have all revolved around one central 
driving force, a devotion to public service. In addition to serving as an EMT 
with Pafford and a volunteer fireman for the Southeast Guernsey Volunteer 
Fire Department over the years, Justin has held many roles within the Hope 
Police Department (HPD): Patrol Corporal, K-9 Handler, Field Training Officer, 
Certified Child Passenger Safety Technician, Certified CPR Instructor, and more. 
He recently became the HPD’s Community Outreach Officer, participating and 
collaborating in community events, and will soon begin a new role as a School 
Resource Officer. Justin’s dedication to public service extends even further than 
the typical job parameters. He has often been seen visiting with local kiddos 
and passing out treats in an attempt to promote positive relationships with 
the community, and he participated in Operation Juice Box, a program whose 
mission is to bridge the gap between law enforcement and the community by 
providing juice boxes for officers to hand out to local youth. “I want the kids 
to know that the police are here to help them,” Justin says. His dedication 
and leadership have earned him multiple pins, awards, and commendations, 
including a Lifesaver Award, HPD Officer of the Year, Reader’s Choice Officer of 
the Year (three years running), and much more. 

During his youth, a chance encounter with a former HPD officer changed the 
trajectory of Justin’s life in a positive way, inspiring him to pay it forward and do 
the same. “I think it’s important to try and make a difference where you live,” he 
says. “All it takes is one officer to make a positive impact on a child’s life, like what 
happened to me. So maybe I can do that for the next kid. My biggest goal is 
helping kids get on the right track and letting them know that they can choose 
their own path.”

JUSTIN DEAN
“Choose your own path.”
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Leading a renewal of interest in the martial arts here in Hope isn’t an easy 
task, but Katie Gentry enjoys it. On a typical weekday, she says she starts 
out doing office work at home up to about the time she has to commute 
from the house she shares in Texarkana with her husband and many cats 
and dogs to meet her first class at Southwest Arkansas Taekwondo on 1205 
South Hervey at 4:30 p.m. This one is for three- and four-year-olds and is 
only the first of seven or eight classes that will go on until 8:45 or 9:00. And 
each class is pretty busy. “We start out with a warmup and then we go into 
whatever we’re working on for the day, whether we’re doing some drills to 
work on their skills and their martial arts, working patterns or sparring. And 
then at the end of every class we stretch out and we play a game,” Katie 
said. On Saturdays, there are catch-up classes, competition practice, and 
classes in the instructorship program. The result has been an increase from 
the 5-6 students enrolled when Katie took over six years ago to 69 today.

During her childhood, Katie took dance classes for 14 years and also 
nursed an urge to teach, often playing school. Her interest in the martial 
arts began when she first started dating Richard Gentry, who she’d later 
marry. “I think it was after two weeks of watching Taekwondo that I wanted 
to try it. It has a lot of the aspects of dance that I really loved,” she said. She 
continued to train, and when a chance to operate her own studio came up 
four years ago, she went for it. The things she values most about being in 
the business is “the friendships and the family that I’ve made.”

Now, with the help of an able staff, Katie helps lead youngsters and adults 
from white belts to black ones, also coaching them in competition in-state, 
as well as in such cities as Dallas and Kansas City and states Oklahoma and 
Colorado. Katie is glad to help guide her students’ personal development, 
too. “Parents see a lot of improvement in their focus, coordination and 
balance” and a tendency for the shy ones to “break out of their shell,” she 
said. But she is most gratified to “create good people, great martial artists 
on the mats, but they’re champions of the world as well.”

KATIE GENTRY A quick search of YouTube for “Travell Green” leads to several examples 
of the young educator’s work motivating children. The latest, from this 
past April, is a rap pep talk made for his students as they were about to 
take the ACT Aspire exam. “We worked so hard, so we’re finishing strong./
It’s time to show what you’ve learned all year long./It’s been a tough year, 
but we are tougher./After the test, it’s what you will discover,” he says over 
a determined beat by Bonecrusher. This is part of Travell’s method for 
reaching elementary students at Clinton Primary School in his Language 
Arts classes so they can crush the bones of their exams. “One thing that 
I learned after my first year as an educator is that you have to be an 
edutainer. You have to make your students believe they’re having fun while 
learning,” he said. Travell also hopes to persuade kids that being able to use 
the language of academia, standard English, “doesn’t mean that you are 
not cool, that people won’t look up to you in the neighborhood.”

Cool is what Travell exudes, but he’ll tell you it hasn’t all come easy. He 
grew up in Texarkana and Nashville,where his father was a head basketball 
coach and Travell’s first mentor. While Travell does a fair share of coaching for 
HPS athletics, he is a full-time teacher, preferring that so he can spend more 
time with his family. Placing family first is a decision he has made frequently 
over the years, and happily so. Just after Travell’s first year at SAU, he made 
the decision to forego SAU and a football scholarship to move home to 
Nashville and work to take care of his daughter. However, education was 
still an important goal; he earned an Associate degree from UAHT, UACCH 
at the time, followed by a Bachelor of Science in Human Services from 
Kaplan University, and began teaching in 2017. The choices to focus on 
family produced an amazing reward last month. On the same day he spoke 
at SAU’s graduate school commencement (Travell took his Master of Arts in 
Education from there in 2020), his daughter Felicity received her Bachelor 
of Science in Physical Therapy from Henderson State University. 

Still adding to his credentials, he recently became an ordained 
minister and motivational speaker,  always putting God first. He wants to 
continue writing songs and says he is working toward becoming a school 
administrator in the next year or two. He also wants to continue serving 
as one of the organizers of The Gentlemen’s Club, which guides young 
men in the realm of social graces and etiquette. Since it was his work in 
the classroom that won him the 2021 Teacher of the Year honor from the 
Hope-Hempstead Chamber of Commerce, he will have a lot of students, 
gentlemen-in-training and colleagues rooting him on.

TRAVELL GREEN

“Where God guides, he provides.”
- Isaiah 58:11

“Often, every student knows either you win or 
you learn, you never lose. Every defeat is just a 

chance to learn.”
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Dr. Allyson Price-Hanson, who has already been of service to patients in 
Hope for the past three years as an M.D. at a clinic, is now starting her own 
private practice, and a unique one it will be. Located on 1100 South Main, 
Hourglass Aesthetics Medical Spa will be what Allyson calls a “full wellness 
center,” offering medically-approved therapies for which local residents 
used to have to drive to Little Rock, Texarkana or even Dallas.  “Sometimes 
you’ve got to bring the big town to the little town,” Allyson said. The spa’s 
grand opening is set for July 12.

Among the available services she and her staff are already providing 
are Botox and filler HydraFacials, CoolSculpting, KYBELLA (treatments for 
fat deposits under the chin), skin-tightening procedures, Yoga classes and 
many others. Even without advertising, and before its grand opening, 
Hourglass Aesthetics is already seeing patients. “I’ve been impressed with 
the amount of interest we’ve gotten so far,” Allyson said.

Allyson said she became interested in pursuing the medical field as a 
third grader. She graduated medical school from UAMS in Little Rock and 
afterward returned to Hope, where she had grown up, as did her mother. 
For three years she commuted to Texarkana for her residency. Then she 
served at a local clinic for three more years. During that time she took an 
interest in aesthetic services. “It’s just fun when you can fix something easily 
for a patient that has bothered them for a long time aesthetically. In 30 
minutes, they can leave here feeling better about themselves. That smile 
whenever they see the results makes my day.”

Crediting Jodie Poole for making her idea a reality (including choosing 
the building and designing its interior) with her business management 
skills, Allyson said she looks forward to the life a doctor at a private practice 
can lead. For one thing, she’ll be more able to spend more time with her 
children, three-year-old Henry and 19-month-old twins, Georgia and 
Hayden. But she also plans to do more horseback riding, join the Rotary 
Club and pursue an interest in Southwest Arkansas history.

DR. ALLYSON 
PRICE-HANSON

Clay Hobbs has spent 26 years providing a valuable resource to the 
communities he serves. From his first ride on an ambulance at 17 to his 
current responsibilities as COO of Pafford Medical Services, one constant 
has remained: he cares for others in their time of need. Clay has served 
in just about every role of critical health care over the years and still uses 
that experience today. Even though he is responsible for the day-to-day 
operations of Pafford, including overseeing service locations across five 
states and the U.S. Virgin Islands, plus one of the busiest 911 call centers of 
Arkansas with around 2000 calls a day, Clay maintains a hands-on approach 
and will generously perform tasks in the clinic or assist with an ambulance 
when needed. Furthermore, he diligently leads the Special Response Team 
when they are deployed to natural disasters like hurricanes, tornadoes, 
floods, and wildfires. 

One of the most noteworthy impacts Clay has had on the communities 
of Hope and Hempstead County was leading the charge during the 
pandemic. Clay worked with multiple organizations, private entities, 
businesses, the city, the county, the hospital, and more to take care of local 
residents. Also during that time, Pafford Health Systems Medical Clinic  was 
opened to provide more local health care options for the community, and 
some days there were 300-400 patients seen for testing or other services. 

Clay’s compassionate service to Hope and Hempstead County goes even 
further. For any local event that needs assistance, sponsorship, donations, 
etc., Clay is quick to participate and takes every opportunity possible to 
spend time with his fellow citizens. “We are called into peoples’ lives during 
some of their most difficult times,” Clay says. “I want the community to 
know us, know our paramedics, and know our ambulance service before 
they invite us into their home at 2am to take care of a family member in 
distress. Caring for patients means also caring for their families and the 
community, as well.”

CLAY HOBBS“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or 
discouraged, for the Lord, your God, will be with 

you wherever you go.”—Joshua 1:9.
Always Stay Humble & Kind
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The ever-busy Austin Kidd, coach for Spring Hill Girls Basketball and Girls 
Track, plus assistant coach to several other sports, will not get much of a 
breather now that the school year has ended. Summer work begins. Team 
camps, weights and conditioning, and summer practices are just a few of 
the successful components of the Lady Bears’ sports program which has 
resulted in the win of one conference title, one conference runner-up, and 
one district runner-up since he began coaching just a few years ago. During 
his first year coaching Lady Bears Basketball, three players were selected 
from his team to the All Conference team. After his second, he himself was 
chosen to coach the Arkansas side at the Red River Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes All-Star Game. He also led the Girls Track Team, last year, to their 
highest postings since 2011. However, there’s more to Austin’s coaching 
than just the win-loss record. He leads these young athletes in performing 
community service, as well. “We try to find someone in the area who needs 
help and lend a hand in any way we can,” Austin says. “Even small tasks like 
raking leaves and picking up sticks can be helpful and teaches the girls 
how to be good neighbors. We want to give back to the people of this 
community who have shown so much loyalty and support to our program 
and our school.” Austin has even volunteered his services after hours to 
coach peewee and other sports programs for local youth.

Austin says the motivation and inspiration for all of his endeavors come 
from the community itself and the positive effect Spring Hill citizens have 
had on his own life, which is why he moved back home to coach and teach 
after graduating from SAU. During his elementary years he moved from 
school to school until he landed in Spring Hill during the seventh grade. “I 
found my home.” Austin says. “I fell in love with the people here and their 
devotion to community. So I just want to do my part now to help make it 
better and see it grow. Hopefully, I can make the same impact on the kids 
today that the school, coaches, and community had on me.”

AUSTIN KIDD
Margaret McLaughlin, who was born in the Philippines, then came 

to San Diego in 2009, then to Arkansas in 2015, is making a go of it as a 
single mother of six in Hope. She just cut the ribbon for the new and 
permanent location of Big Mac’s Barbeecue at 2703 North Hazel. For a 
year, the restaurant operated in a food truck just north of Walmart, but the 
popularity of the food and the help of community members led Margaret 
to open a brick and mortar location just north of Exit 31. 

About her choices for the menu, Margaret said that she wanted to 
choose items the customer “would want to eat all the time.” She did her 
research on what the area did not have much of already and then went 
to her own kitchen. “I kept on practicing and practicing. As soon as I did 
that, everything got better. I put my everything in there. All the effort,” 
Margaret said. The number of congratulations and compliments the 
business’ Facebook page received after the May 20 announcement of the 
restaurant’s move attests that her efforts have pleased many.

The idea for Big Mac’s began after Margaret found herself between jobs, 
having worked in Camden as a regional director for school cafeterias. A 
church pastor gave her $150 in startup money to begin a catering business, 
which she began by offering her services and her cooking to fellow 
Filipinos in the area. She found herself making deliveries to Magnolia, Little 
Rock, Hot Springs, Shreveport and Texarkana. After that, with the help of a 
community member, she applied for and received stimulus funds to buy a 
food truck and open it for business while she continued to cater. The food 
truck opened in the spring of 2021. “It’s provided for everything,” Margaret 
said. “For my kids and for me to keep us going in our daily lives. I’m so 
thankful for the community and everyone’s support. I just give all my love 
to it.”

As for her kids, who range in ages from 4 to 18, she’s thankful for their 
help, too. “They always keep everything done in the house. They’ve helped 
me with everything. They’re a big support,” Margaret said, adding that 
“They want to do something fun because we’ve always been busy, but I 
told them ‘we’re going to make this big week of sacrifice, first, and later 
down the road you guys can do whatever you want.’ Those have-fun days 
will wait.” Let’s hope not for long.

MARGARET
MCLAUGHLIN

“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the 
Lord and not for men.” - Colossians 3:23

I will never let what happened to me in the past affect 
my future experiences. What I’ve been through has 
made me strong, and I fear nothing. I know that my 

courage will pave my way in life.
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By day, Gina Perkins is the friendly bookkeeper and office manager for 
the Southwest Arkansas Educational Cooperative in a stolid building on the 
University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana campus. But she is also a dynamo 
of activism for the good of grownups and children alike in the community.  
In the role of Executive Director for the United Way of Hempstead County, 
she says, “I really am the bookkeeper as well. I try to stay in the shadows 
and help our board members to be successful and help our businesses 
doing their campaigns to be successful.” (United Way raises funds through 
voluntary payroll deductions for 13 area charities.) As a foster mother for 
the past three years, she has been a source of stability for over 25 children, 
“some for a night, some for several months.” She is also in the leadership 
group for The CALL, a non-profit that mobilizes local churches to serve local 
children and youth placed in foster care.

Gina says her own upbringing in the tiny northern Arkansas town of 
St. Joe, Arkansas “in a very impoverished neighborhood” is the driver 
of her charity work. She moved to Hope at the age of 20 and was hired 
as a secretary in the Teacher Center when it was in the old Edith Brown 
Elementary building. As she worked, she took courses at UAHT, finally 
earning an Associates degree in Business Administration by 2014 having 
studied under Cindy Lance, who taught courses in that subject and is now 
the University’s Vice Chancellor for Finance and Administration. Along the 
way, Gina met and married husband Brandon and the two have three 
children, now ages 10, 15 and 17.

In the future, Gina says she will continue to host foster children “until I can 
no longer keep up.” The United Way she hopes to steer past the downturn 
in payroll donations, through its present recovery and “into the modern 
times of what we’re going through.” She is also in Hope to stay, finding it 
unique for the number of citizens interested in lifting up their community. 
“I’ve been involved in the nonprofit sector and the church. I’m just amazed 
at all of the willingness to help, and all the people in our community that 
really want to make a difference,” she said.

GINA PERKINS

Adam Perry, retired Army veteran and pastor of The Hope ConneXion 
Church of the Nazarene, has only been in Hope and Hempstead County 
a few years, but has already made considerable contributions to the 
community through his work with the church and the Hope ConneXion 
Outreach Center. He works closely with his wife of 12 years, Pastor Amy, 
director of the outreach center and retired Marine Corps veteran, to 
provide a compassionate ministry to citizens of the area. Anyone who 
needs clothing, a quick shower, food from the pantry, a place to do laundry, 
time in the learning center, a place to cool off during the hot summer days, 
or just a quiet place to find calm during the storm can stop by The Hope 
ConneXion. The small food pantries called Blessin’ Boxes located around 
town are also from Hope ConneXion, providing more locations for people 
to donate or gather shelf-stable foods, and they just began their first 
community garden. “We’re called to do two things as Christians: love God 
and love humanity,” Pastor Adam says. “This place is about the children of 
God. It’s very basic; the teaching of the disciples talks about taking care of 
people, giving people food, and giving people the bodily needs.” 

Pastor Adam also spends a great deal of time working with addiction 
ministries, bible study, bible worship, and jail ministry. With an undergrad 
degree in Psychology, a Masters in Pastoral Counseling, and training as a 
jailer, Pastor Adam serves as chaplain to the Hempstead County Jail. “They 
are people,” Pastor Adam says. “They are trying to improve themselves 
and  they’re trying to better themselves. Some of them are in horrible 
situations, have gone through horrible traumas, and just need sincere 
help, counseling, and love.” Pastor Adam does not take credit, though, for 
his gracious endeavors. He is quick to recognize the multiple volunteers, 
businesses, churches, pastors, and members of the community who make 
it possible to keep the charitable works of the ministry and outreach center 
going. “We don’t do it alone,” he says. “We do it with the rest of the church 
and the community. There are so many people who work together to make 
things happen in this community. We are all trying to reach the broken, the 
hungry, the overwhelmed, the addicted, the needy, and the poor to help 
them and love them.”

ADAM PERRY
“Use me, God. Show me how to take who I am, who I 

want to be, and what I can do, and use it for a purpose 
greater than myself.” - Martin Luther King Jr.

“God deems it; God wills it.”
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At just 11 years old, Huck Plyler is a flourishing leader in Hope and 
Hempstead County, inspiring others with his gracious humanitarian work. 
Huck’s Military Care Package Project sends supplies, toiletries, snacks, 
homemade cards, and more to deployed men and women in the military 
all around the world. He sent his first package when he was five years 
old to a family friend in the navy, and the project just kept growing. Six 
years later, Huck has sent more than 1200 care packages to active duty 
personnel, as well as patients at the VA Hospital. For his generous efforts, 
Huck has been honored by Congressman Bruce Westerman in our nation’s 
capital, accorded the Young Leadership Award from the Hope-Hempstead 
County Chamber of Commerce, featured on prominent news stations 
and business websites, supported by multiple national organizations like 
Charolais Junior Nationals, plus much more. Huck’s project even garnered 
the attention of Duke Cannon Beer Soap who sponsored him for over a 
year by donating to the project one bar of soap for every bar sold in select 
retail stores. He has traveled all over to speak at civic groups, businesses, 
and school organizations to generate interest in the project, and to lead 
volunteers in the packing of boxes. 

Of all the praise and accolades bestowed upon Huck though, he is most 
proud of the flag he received from a soldier, in addition to the multiple 
badges and letters received from the military service personnel and their 
families, all expressing appreciation for his compassion and patriotism. 
They, after all, are his biggest inspiration. “They do so much for us,” Huck 
says. “They risk their lives and they are sacrificing everything they’ve got. 
They deserve having someone do for them.”

HUCK PLYLER
Anna Powell plays an integral role in the continuing education of 

youth in Southwest Arkansas. As the Executive Director of Institutional 
Advancement at the University of Arkansas Hope-Texarkana (UAHT), 
Anna oversees the Advancement Office and is responsible for marketing, 
branding, and fundraising for the UAHT Foundation. The UAHT Foundation 
raises money to support scholarships, Kids College, and other facets of the 
institution through grants and fundraising with annual events like the BBB 
Fundraiser, Fish Fry, Giving Tuesday, and the Watermelon Festival Concert. 
The devotion and commitment of many in the community, including the 
hard work of Anna and her team, resulted in the Foundation awarding 
almost $89,000 in scholarships last year to area students on the path to 
higher education. 

Anna’s wholehearted dedication to community development is more 
than just her profession though; it’s her calling. In her roles as the president 
of United Way, the president of Southwest Arkansas Arts Council (SWAAC), 
associate member of Hope Junior Auxiliary, and a member of Unity Baptist 
Church, Anna spends much of her spare time participating, promoting, 
and/or planning community events that support local students. Anna says 
that in order to affect positive change, especially for children, one must be 
willing to volunteer and engage in local organizations and events. “Be the 
change you want to see,” Anna says. “The real future of a community is in its 
youth. It’s important to take the time to invest in them.” 

Anna says her inspiration comes from the strong women in her life like 
her grandmothers and mother, as well as her husband, Colby, and her son, 
Patton Rome. The greatest motivator of all though, she says, is witnessing 
the joy of the community’s students as they participate in these community 
youth events and/or learn of an awarded scholarship which will enable 
them to continue the journey of attending college and reaching for their 
dreams. 

ANNA LEE 
POWELL

“What would Jesus do?”

“Be a gamechanger.”
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Most in the community know Jeff Smith for his trendy cuts at his barber 
shop in downtown Hope, Jeff’s on Main, or as an entertainer for the crowds 
when he performs solo or with his band South Down Main. However, 
many may not know that Jeff has spent years quietly donating his time 
and services for the benefit of others in the communities of Hope and 
Hempstead County. For the 20 years Jeff has been a barber trimming and 
styling hair for local residents during working hours, he has also donated 
cuts after hours to nursing homes, funeral homes, and others in their time 
of need. He even participated in a mission trip to the Dominican Republic, 
contributing his time and services along with other local professionals who 
attended. 

Jeff also donates his services as a musician, individually and with South 
Down Main, for events such as Hope Junior Auxiliary Spaghetti Supper, 
Lions Club Fish Fry, Klipsch Heritage Museum Birthday Bash, plus other 
community and charity functions. He even performs at weddings, parties, 
and church activities, captivating audiences with a range of vocal and 
instrumental varieties. “It’s about that connection with people,” Jeff says. 
“Whether it’s giving someone a haircut or playing music for people, that 
connection and building relationships is a part of what makes our small 
community successful.” 

This philosophy is also part of the reason Jeff opened his business in the 
downtown area of Hope. He says the downtown area has that old-school 
feel, just like a barber shop does, and is a great place for people to get 
together for fellowship. Jeff’s honorable contributions over the years have 
been inspired by his love for his small town and his devotion to see the 
community graciously working together. Jeff says, “I believe if everyone 
gives to and helps others, then it always comes back in a positive way.”

JEFF SMITH
Lindsey Townsend is a matchmaker. As a representative of Lance & 

Associates Real Estate, she has spent 11 years serving the community by 
partnering area residents with their perfect homes. Most of her tenure 
at Lance & Associates has been as a sales agent, but last year Lindsey 
stepped it up a notch and accomplished the amazing feat of earning her 
Executive Broker’s License. Only 20 percent of agents get their broker’s 
license, and even less proceed to the executive broker level. This prodigious 
achievement hasn’t changed Townsend’s mission though; she still spends 
her days connecting hopeful buyers with their beloved homes. “I enjoy 
helping people find the home that is just right for them,” says Townsend. 
“It’s so rewarding to be in a profession which guides and supports others in 
making their dreams come true, especially a first-time homeowner. There 
is no greater feeling than watching someone as he or she sees that perfect 
home for the first time.” Lindsey’s dedication to the people she helps each 
day is why she was voted the Readers’ Choice Best Real Estate Agent last 
year. 

However, real estate isn’t the only service she provides to local citizens. 
Lance & Associates is heavily involved in many community events, such 
as the Watermelon Festival Concert and the annual Christmas Chamber 
Community Coffee, plus several civic clubs, youth activities, and school 
organizations. Lindsey’s aptitude for service continues outside of work, 
as well. She is a Hope JA Life member, a Chamber Ambassador, a PTO 
Treasurer, in addition to previous years spent as a member of the Hope-
Hempstead County Chamber Board and The SWAAC Board of Directors. 
She, her husband, Wade, and her children, Henry and Allsion, are also very 
active with their congregations at Spring Hill Christian Church. 

Lindsey says her biggest inspiration for the continuous service she 
provides are her children. “It’s important for my family to be a part of 
creating a community,” Lindsey says. “I want Henry and Allison to appreciate 
all that our corner of the world has to offer, and to know that it doesn’t just 
‘happen;’ it takes all of us contributing. I’m happy to help in any way I can to 
continue to grow Hope and Hempstead County.”

LINDSEY 
TOWNSEND

“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you did, but people will never 

forget how you made them feel.” - Maya Angleou

Strength for Today - “And this too shall pass” 
2 Corinthians 4: 17-18



Eric Turner has a servant’s heart. He has spent many hours working 
all around Hope and Hempstead County, volunteering his time to help 
anyone in need. A great deal of that time over the last few years was 
dedicated to working with Banner Hope, First Baptist Church’s addiction 
recovery program, created to be a safe haven for men in recovery and a 
vital resource to the community. Last year, Eric assisted with the build of the 
program’s first tiny house which was dedicated to a Hope resident who lost 
his home in the winter storm and entirely funded by donations. Also while 
working with Banner Hope, Eric spent two years working with youth in the 
juvenile drug court system. He assisted the kids with anything they needed 
whether it was help with travel to and from church camp, assistance with 
bible study and skills class, or just acting as a nurturing presence during 
court days. When it comes to service, no task is too small for Eric. He 
has volunteered his time to help area residents with painting, mowing, 
cleaning, and various other projects, even assisting elderly neighbors with 
getting groceries. He has also participated in jail ministry and prayer walks. 
Eric is always quick to lend a hand or provide a kind word. 

He says his greatest support and motivation comes from his wife, Hanna, 
and their children Colton (17), Jacoby (12), Dakota (7), Rosie (6), Bryson (3), 
and Elliot (1), and his inspiration derives from God’s love and salvation. “We 
need folks in the community who love and care for others,” Eric says. “It’s 
important that people have the heart God wants, and see people as God 
would see them.” When asked to tell his story and share his testimony, Eric 
will preface any account of events with one simple, but very telling and 
powerful statement that says it all. He says, “This isn’t my story, this is God’s 
story.”

ERIC TURNER
Richard Ware may be Hope’s youngest Renaissance man. Having just 

graduated with top honors from Hope High School, having already attained 
an associate degree from the University of Hope-Texarkana (stacking up an 
astonishing 90 hours of college credit), having stood out as a flex linebacker 
and outfielder for the Hope Bobcats, he has also taken piano lessons from 
the late jazz and blues artist Allen Batts, acquiring a taste for Thelonious 
Monk. Before his Charge to the Graduates speech a month ago, he heard 
Hope High Principal Donald Patton introduce him as future governor of 
Arkansas and president of the United States. One conversation with soon-
to-be political science major Ware impresses that this is no mere hoopla. 
The plan is in place. “Everything in life I look at in a very logical, strategic 
way,” Ware said. “Anything that accommodates me the best allows me to 
enjoy life while handling my business—that’s what I’m about.”

Ware grew up among educators. Both his grandmother and his 
mother taught for Hope Public Schools. He acknowledged this gave him 
something of an advantage. As he reached ninth grade, in fact, he and his 
mother began to use online calendar tools to develop both long and short-
term schedules. He credits these for his being able to pick up two diplomas 
this year. Then, while attending the Hope Academy for Public Service, he 
found he had a knack for public speaking. “People told me, ‘Hey, Richard, 
whenever you speak, people listen.’” His election as Boys State Governor 
last year counts as testimony to this. “They liked what I had to say,” Ware 
said, describing his campaign as a slow acceptance of his message starting 
first with a few friends talking him up to their own friends. “Seeing that was 
inspiring,” he said. “And it makes me want to pursue public service even 
more.”

He was asked to return to Boys State this summer as counselor. In the fall 
he’ll start classes at UCA in Conway, the town where he was born, looking 
to be involved there in politics. Ware is quite definite about law school, sure 
that he wants to stay in Arkansas for it, though if Harvard came calling, 
he would not turn it down. He is also already thinking of what legislation 
he’d like to push, should he take office (expansion of rural broadband 
and across-the-board infrastructure work). But whatever happens, he’s 
not quitting his artistic pursuit. “I like making music,” he said. “I still fiddle 
around on the computer and write.”

RICHARD WARE
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“In Christ we live.”

“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in 
service of others.” – Mahatma Gandhi
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FARMERS UNION



Chief Operating Officer
Pafford Medical Services

Clay Hobbs

Congratulations!
Congratulations on
being selected as
one of Hempstead
County's 20 Under
50!

Thank you for your
continued service to
our community.

 
-From all your friends
and family at Pafford

Medical Services
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