
CITY OF HOPE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

TUESDAY JANUARY 4, 2022 7 PM 

FAIR PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

 

ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 

 

ITEM 2: INVOCATION 

 

ITEM 3: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ITEM 4: REVIEW MINUTES OF DECEMBER 7, 2021 BOARD MEETING 

 

ITEM 5: CONSIDER REQUEST:  RUSTY WHEELS  

 

ITEM 6: CONSIDER REQUEST FOR CONNECTION TO SEWER:  

BYREVIEW CLINIC 

 

ITEM 7: CONSIDER BIDS:  BATTING CAGES 

 

ITEM 8: CONSIDER BIDS:  COMMERCIAL SANITATION TRUCK 

 

ITEM 9: CONSIDER ARPA SUBGRANT AWARD:  HOPE WATER & LIGHT 

 

ITEM 10: CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 

ITEM 11: CITIZEN REQUEST 

  



CITY OF HOPE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2021 7 PM 

FAIR PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

(IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL) 

 

 

The City of Hope Board of Directors met at 7:00 PM, December 7, 2021, with the 

following present: 

 

Catherine Cook, City Manager 

Wm. Randal Wright, City Attorney 

NaTashia Rileydavis, City Clerk 

 

                                         Directors:          

                                                                   Don Still, Mayor  

                                                       Kiffinea Talley, Vice-Mayor  

           Mark Ross  

                              Steve Montgomery  

                                                                   Reginald Easter  

                                                                   Dr. Trevor Coffee  

                                                                   Dr. Linda Clark  

 

Mayor Still called the meeting to order. Don Still opened the meeting with prayer, 

and Mark Ross led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Still asked the Board to review 

the minutes from November 16, 2021. Trevor Coffee made a motion to accept the 

minutes as written, seconded by Linda Clark. All present voted “Aye.” Motion 

carried.  

 

Mayor Still adjourned the board meeting at 7:02, for a public hearing, concerning 

an alley closure request.  Catherine Cook stated that First Assembly of God 

circulated a petition among the property owners of Block 4 and Block 5 of the 

Original City Addition, to allow the alley to be closed and abandoned.  

  The public hearing closed at 7:05.  City Attorney Randy Wright read the 

ordinance.     
 

 



ORDINANCE 1707 

AN ORDINANCE TO BE ENTITLED: “AN ORDINANCE TO VACATE AND 

ABANDON A CERTAIN PUBLIC ALLEY BEING SITUATED BETWEEN 

LOTS 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 AND 11 WITHIN BLOCK 4 AND LOTS 

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11 AND 12 WITHIN BLOCK 5 OF THE ORIGINAL CITY 

ADDITION IN THE CITY OF HOPE, ARKANSAS.” 
   

Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to suspend the rules. Mark Ross made a 

motion, seconded by Linda Clark.  Roll was called and all present voted "Aye." 

Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to adopt the ordinance. 

Mark Ross made the motion, seconded by Linda Clark. Roll was called and all 

present voted "Aye." Motion carried.  

 

The Board considered a request to allow permanent encroachment on the City’s 

sidewalk on 2nd and Main Street.  Cook stated that Steve Harris, owner of the 

property, wishes to place balcony supports, east and north of his building, in the 

sidewalk area.  She stated that staff had been consulted, and it was determined that 

staff cannot permit right of way encroachment.  She stated staff and the City 

Attorney visited with the City of Jonesboro and drafted an agreement similar to 

City of Jonesboro agreement.  Mark Ross stated that he highly encourages it 

because it enhances local tourism, and it will improve downtown.  City Attorney 

Randy Wright read the identification agreement.  Mark Ross made a motion to 

approve the request to allow encroachment on the City’s sidewalks, seconded by 

Steve Montgomery. All present voted “Aye.” Motion carried. 

 

The Board considered a waive bid ordinance for repairs to the Landfill baler.  JR 

Wilson stated that in November 2021, Landfill personnel began experiencing 

problems with the belt and conveyor that feeds the residential trash compactor and 

baler.  He stated that the belt is damaged, but can be repaired.  He stated part of the 

conveyor system known as the “tail section” is damaged and not repairable.  He 

stated the life expectancy for a new belt is 5 years, and the current belt will be 4 

years old this Spring.  He stated the life expectancy for the tail section is 10 years, 

and the current tail section was replaced in 2012.  Staff received the following 

estimates, which includes parts and labor.  New tail section and new belt 

$117,301.99, new tail section and repair existing belt $44,256.91 and new belt and 

totally new conveyor $180,105.00 .  Staff recommended new tail section and new 



belt.  The Board agreed with staff recommendation.  City Attorney Randy Wright 

read the ordinance.     

 

ORDINANCE 1708 

AN ORDINANCE TO BE ENTITLED: “AN ORDINANCE TO WAIVE THE 

REQUIREMENT OF COMPETITIVE BIDDING AS REQUIRED BY 

ARKANSAS CODE ANNOTATED SECTION 14-58-303 AND CITY 

ORDINANCE 1686 FOR THE PURCHASE OF PARTS AND SERVICE TO 

REPAIR THE LANDFILL BELT AND TAIL SECTION OF THE CONVEYOR 

SYSTEM” 
   

Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to suspend the rules. Mark Ross made a 

motion, seconded by Reginald Easter.  Roll was called and all present voted "Aye." 

Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to adopt the ordinance. 

Linda Clark made the motion, seconded by Trevor Coffee. Roll was called and all 

present voted "Aye." Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to 

adopt the emergency clause. Trevor Coffee made the motion, seconded by 

Reginald Easter. Roll was called and all present voted "Aye." Motion carried. 

 

 Catherine Cook stated after attending training from Arkansas Municipal League, 

staff recommends the following premium pay for essential workers:  

1. Sum of $5,000 to all current employees employed since January 1, 2021 

2. Sum is reduced by $500 per month for each month a current employee was 

not employed by the City in 2021, with a minimum of $500 for all current 

employees. 

3. Premium pay is for current employees only  

4. Fully taxable and subject to APERS.   

Cook stated the calculated cost including the City’s share of tax and retirement is 

estimated to be $492,000.  Cook also stated that Arkansas Municipal League 

attorneys have advised that the City pass a resolution each time ARPA funds are 

expended.  She stated that a resolution has been drafted to include the proposed 

premium pay as well as previously approved projects.  She stated that the premium 

pay will be categorized as a project under lost revenue for ease of reporting and 

administration. Cook stated that Cindy Clark worked on the calculation of the 2019 

loss revenue compared to the 2020 loss revenue reduced by federal funds with a 

4.1% growth rate.  Clark stated that the lost revenue for 2020 was a little over $1 

million.  The Board discussed and agreed to extend the premium pay to employees 



who retired since 2020.  City Attorney Randal Wright read the Resolution No 

2021-5.  Linda Clark made a motion to pass the resolution, seconded by Trevor 

Coffee. All present voted “Aye.” Motion carried.    

 

The Board considered the proposed budget resolution. City Attorney Randal 

Wright read Resolution No 2021-6.  Mark Ross made a motion to pass the 

resolution, seconded by Linda Clark. All present voted “Aye.” Motion carried.  

 

Under City Managers’ report, Catherine Cook stated that staff has investigated the 

drainage issue on Greenwood.  She stated the City plans to install an 18-inch pipe 

on Greenwood.  She stated the pipe is not expected to solve the problem but will 

help a lot.  She stated that it would cost approximately $800.  Willie Walker, the 

property owner, thanked the City for looking into the issue and asked who is 

responsible for the maintenance of the anti-backflow valves.  Cook stated that the 

property owner will be responsible since the anti-backflow valves are installed on 

the property owner’s personal sewer line not the City’s.  Walker stated that he did 

not feel like it should be the homeowner’s responsibility.  Cook stated that she and 

the City Attorney would conduct further research on the matter.  Cook reminded 

everyone of HWL Commission meeting 12/8/2021 at 7:30 am.   

 

Under Citizen’s request, Hazel Simpson stated that there is litter and overgrown 

grass on a property off Greenwood by the Clinton Bypass.  She also stated that 

there are limbs hanging over in the street from a Magnolia tree on Hazel Street.   

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 PM. 
 

 



AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 5: CONSIDER REQUEST:  RUSTY WHEELS  

 
We received the attached request from the Rusty Wheels organization regarding 

placement of an addition to the permanent display that is already in Fair Park.  I 

have visited with the organization and the compressor would be run when they 

are doing their demonstration during various public events.  It would also remain 

as a standing display available for viewing during other times.   Referring to the 

map the display would be located north of the address point marked 1737 and 

would be 20 X 30 pole shed. The compressor would be fueled with natural gas or 

propane, but none would be stored or remain on site after the demonstrations.   

 

 

   

                     
 
 





AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 6: CONSIDER REQUEST FOR CONNECTION TO SEWER:  

BYREVIEW CLINIC 

 
I have attached a request received from Byreview Clinic regarding connection to 

the City of Hope sewer system.  The business is located outside the City of Hope 

but near a City of Hope sewer line.  Byreview has obtained the necessary 

easement across the intervening private property and is funding the cost of 

construction of their service line and tap cost to the sewer line.  I have also 

attached a copy of the easement for the service line. 

 

The thumbnail map I have attached shows the general area for your information.   

 

Per City of Hope policy, the Board of Directors must approve any request to 

connect to sewer lines for residences/businesses located outside the City of Hope. 

 

Byreview is located just south 

of US 67; the green line south 

of it and on the other side of 

the road is the City of Hope 

sewer line.    





AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 7: CONSIDER BIDS:  BATTING CAGES 

 

Sealed bids for the Kiwanis Batting Cage were opened at City Hall on Wednesday 

December 29, 2021 at 3:00 pm by Catherine Cook, City Manager, Jeremy Stone, 

and Summer Powell. Contractors were asked to submit bids for the earthwork of 

the batting cages, concrete installation, purchase of materials and the installation 

of the new batting cages. In total two bids were received as follows:  

 

Barton Roofing and Construction in the amount of $69,100.   

Scott Howard, Doyle Howard Construction, in the amount of $172,600. 

  

Barton Roofing and Construction was the low bid; however, their bid submission 

needs more detail.   Jeremy Stone will be contacting Tyler Barton to receive more 

clarification on the bid and will submit the information as soon as possible.    

This item was part of the 2021 City of Hope Budget; $35,000 was included in the 

budget for the project.   

  



AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 8: CONSIDER BIDS:  COMMERCIAL SANITATION TRUCK 

 
The City of Hope opened bids on December 30, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. for a 

Commercial Side load truck. The following bids were received: 

 

COMMERCIAL TRUCK: 

 

 Bid # 1:  TEXARKANA TRUCK CENTER    $234,609.21 

 Bid# 2:   ARKANSAS MUNICIPAL EQUIPMENT  $222,250.00 

 

$220,000.00 was included as part of the sanitation fund budget for this item with 
$39,000 actually included in the 2022 Budget for payments. We normally 
lease/purchase commercial trucks for 2 years and residential trucks for three 
years.  It is the staff recommendation that the bid be awarded to Arkansas 
Municipal Equipment in the amount of $222,250.00. 
 
The current truck is a 2016 model purchased in 2016.   

  



AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 9: CONSIDER ARPA SUBGRANT AWARD:  HOPE WATER & LIGHT 

 

At the last HW&L Commission meeting on December 8, the HW&L Commission 

requested that the City of Hope Board of Directors consider making a subgrant 

award from ARPA funds to HW&L for premium pay to HW&L employees.   

 

City staff have investigated whether or not this is possible using ARPA funds both 

by conferring with Arkansas Municipal League staff who have done extensive 

research on the subject as well as by conducting our own research.  We do think it 

is possible and will report on it Tuesday evening.  If the Board does want to 

proceed, even just in concept, at this point, the HW&L Commission would need to 

be a subrecipient of the ARPA funds and would be responsible for all of the 

federal funds grant requirements.  For information, if HW&L were awarded an 

amount per employee of $5,000, the subgrant award would be ~$250,000 

including payroll, FICA, Medicare, and APERS costs.    



AGENDA INFORMATION   FOR BOARD MEETING 1/4/2022 

 

ITEM 10: CITY MANAGER REPORT 

 
1.  Update on COVID precautions 

2.  Update on Landfill Baler 

3.  Update on other City projects 


