
CITY OF HOPE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 20, 2021 7 P.M. 

FAIR PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 
 

ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 

 

ITEM 2: INVOCATION 

 

ITEM 3: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

ITEM 4: REVIEW MINUTES OF JULY 6, 2021 BOARD MEETING 

 

ITEM 5: PUBLIC HEARING:  HOPE WATER & LIGHT 2021 BOND ISSUE 

 

ITEM 6: CONSIDER BOND ORDINANCE: HW&L 2021 BOND ISSUE 

 

ITEM 7: CONSIDER PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  REZONING 

 

ITEM 8: DISCUSSION:  ARPA FUNDS 

 

ITEM 9: DISCUSSION:  OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

 

ITEM 10: CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

ITEM 11: CITIZENS REQUEST 
  



CITY OF HOPE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 6, 2021 7 PM 

FAIR PARK COMMUNITY CENTER 

(IN PERSON AND VIRTUAL) 

 

 

The City of Hope Board of Directors met at 7:00 PM, July 6, 2021 with the 

following present: 

 

Catherine Cook, City Manager 

Wm. Randal Wright, City Attorney 

NaTashia Rileydavis, City Clerk 

 

                                         Directors:          

                                                                   Don Still, Mayor  

                                                       Kiffinea Talley, Vice-Mayor  

           Mark Ross - absent 

                              Steve Montgomery 

                                                                   Reginald Easter  

                                                                   Dr.  Trevor Coffee  

                                                                   Dr. Linda Clark 

 

Don Still called the meeting to order. Linda Clark opened the meeting with prayer, 

and Don Still led the Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Still asked the Board to review 

the minutes from June 15, 2021.   Steve Montgomery made a motion to accept the 

minutes as written, seconded by Reginald Easter.  All present voted “Aye.” Motion 

carried.   
   
Mayor Still adjourned the board meeting at 7:02 pm, for a public hearing, 

concerning speed bump installation on 7th Street.  JR Wilson provided the Board 

with traffic study information that included citation data, E-crash accident data, 

HPD report management system, cloud traffic management platform, and 

assessment.  Based on the data, it was determined that 7th Street and Caney Creek is 

an area of high-speed concerns in a residential area, with greater than 5% medium 

to high-risk chance of occurrence. It was concluded that strategically located traffic 

calming devices, accompanied by appropriate warning signs may be an appropriate 



measure to reduce excessive speeds, accidents, and traffic complaints in or near the 

area.  The public hearing adjourned at 7:11 pm and the board meeting reconvened.  

Linda Clark made a motion to install speed bumps/traffic calming devices on 7th 

Street, seconded by Steve Montgomery.  All present voted “Aye.”  Motion carried.    
  

Catherine Cook asked the Board to amend the 2021 street program and add Oak 

Street to the paving section for a total cost of $22,492.69.  Cook stated that she 

would ordinarily make this request to the Street Committee, but staff is unsure 

when the milling and paving contractors will show up.  Linda Clark made a motion 

to include Oak Street paving in the 2021 street program, seconded by Kiffinea 

Talley.  All present voted “Aye.”  Motion carried.    
  

The Board considered bids for Fair Park fencing.  Cook stated that bids were 

opened on June 24, 2021 at 2 pm at City Hall.  She stated that 3 bids were 

received: Barton Roofing and Construction $21,945, Richardson Fence & Patio, 

Inc. $150,256 and United Fence $104,830.  She stated that Barton Roofing and 

Construction bid was submitted for labor only and cannot be accepted.  She stated 

that staff recommends the acceptance of the lower bid which includes labor and 

material from United Fence.  Cook stated that the fence will replace the chain link 

fence currently around Fair Park.  She stated that fence has a 15-year life 

expectancy and comes with touch up paint.  She stated that staff recommends that 

the City purchase extra sections of the fence and store it for repairs.  Linda Clark 

made a motion to accept the low bid of $104,830 from United Fence, seconded by 

Reginald Easter.  All present voted “Aye.”  Motion carried.     
  

The Board considered a request from Hope Downtown Network for street closure.  

The street closure request is for an event called Hope Hometown Open Air Market, 

which will be held September 4th from 9am-4pm.   The request is for closure from 

the north side of the 2nd and Elm intersection, leaving 2nd street completely open, 

then extending the closure to the alley next to 113 S. Elm.  Cook stated that Barb 

Noble discussed the proposed street closure at the Downtown Network Meeting, so 

the other businesses are aware of the event and the request for street closure.  Steve 

Montgomery made a motion to allow the requested street closure, seconded by 

Linda Clark.  All present voted “Aye.”  Motion carried.    
  

The Board considered a proposed ordinance for rezoning.  The ordinance is for 

rezoning from R-2 medium density residential & C-2 Highway Commercial to C-2 



Highway Commercial to allow the construction of an office building at the corner 

of Pond & N. Hervey Street.  It is Staff’s opinion that the change would not 

conflict with surrounding land uses.  The request was considered by City of Hope 

Planning & Zoning Commission on June 21, 2021 and recommended to the City 

Board for consideration.  City Attorney Randal Wright read the ordinance.   
   

ORDINANCE NO 1692  

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE A PORTION OF HOPE ACREAGE, SECTION 

28, TOWNSHIP 12 SOUTH, RANGE 24 WEST IN THE CITY OF HOPE, 

ARKANSAS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  
   

Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to suspend the rules. Steve Montgomery 

made a motion, seconded by Linda Clark.  Roll was called and all present voted 

"Aye." Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to adopt the 

ordinance. Trevor Coffee made the motion, seconded by Linda Clark. Roll was 

called and all present voted "Aye." Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a 

motion to adopt the emergency clause. Linda Clark made the motion, seconded by 

Reginald Easter. Roll was called and present voted "Aye." Motion carried.  
  

The Board considered a proposed ordinance for rezoning.  The ordinance is for 

rezoning from R-2 Medium Density Residential to R-5 Residential Use to allow 

the placement of a manufactured home at 616 E Hickory St.  It is Staff’s opinion 

that the change would not conflict with surrounding land uses.  The request was 

considered by City of Hope Planning & Zoning Commission on June 21, 2021 and 

recommended to the City Board for consideration.  City Attorney Randal Wright 

read the ordinance.  

ORDINANCE NO 1693  

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE A PORTION OF THE ALLEN ADDITION TO 

THE CITY OF HOPE, ARKANSAS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES  
   

Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to suspend the rules. Linda Clark made a 

motion, seconded by Trevor Coffee.  Roll was called and all present voted "Aye." 

Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to adopt the ordinance. 

Kiffinea Talley made the motion, seconded by Linda Clark. Roll was called and all 

present voted "Aye." Motion carried. Mayor Still asked if there was a motion to 

adopt the emergency clause. Linda Clark made the motion, seconded by Kiffinea 

Talley. Roll was called and present voted "Aye." Motion carried.  
  



Under City Manager’s report, Catherine Cook gave an update on the 6th street 

project stating that she received a response from AR DOT, stating that it would go 

up for bids January 2022.  Cook gave an update on the Landfill, stating that she 

was still working to get direction from ADEQ on regrading in the closed section of 

the landfill.  Cook also gave an update on the firework show, stating that it was a 

good turn out and thanked everyone involved in making the show a success.  Cook 

gave an update on the Parks Grant meeting, stating that the City received a 

tremendous amount of input concerning recreational needs.  She stated that she 

would bring the needs to the Board for direction at the next meeting.   Cook stated 

the lights downtown will hopefully be fixed by Mid-August. Cook also presented 

the Board with a mockup of the downtown sign.  Mayor Still asked if the Board 

could think about the mockup and decide at the next meeting.    
  

Under the Citizen’s request, Sharon Turner stated that she was having problems 

with her neighbor at 218 E. 6th Street cutting their yard.  Mayor Don Still stated 

that the City would get with Code Enforcement and call her with an update.  Mike 

Malek from Southwest Arkansas Art Council stated that two artists would be in 

town Wednesday, to gather information and engage with the community for an 

upcoming art design.    
  

Meeting adjourned at 8:04 PM. 
 

 



AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/2021 

 

ITEM 5: PUBLIC HEARING:  HOPE WATER & LIGHT 2021 BOND ISSUE 

 

The City of Hope has scheduled a public hearing on the proposed issuance of 

bonds for Hope Water & Light.  Following is a copy of the public hearing notice: 

 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING   

 

  Notice is hereby given by the City of Hope, Arkansas (the "City") that the City 

proposes to issue its Public Utility Revenue Bonds (the "Bonds") in the maximum principal 

amount of $10,000,000 for the purpose of financing a portion of the costs of acquiring, 

constructing and equipping facilities and apparatus for a fiber optic communications system that 

will initially provide voice, broadband and data services.  A public hearing concerning the 

proposed issuance of the Bonds will be held by the Board of Directors of the City at 7:00 o'clock 

p.m. on the 20th day of July, 2021, at the Fair Park Community Center, 1200 Jones Street, Hope, 

Arkansas.  At the public hearing, all interested persons shall have an opportunity to be heard 

concerning the proposed issuance of the Bonds. 

 

 This 8th day of July, 2021. 

 

 

       /s/                          Don Still    

                  Mayor 

 

 

After the public hearing is held the Board will be asked to consider the proposed 

bond ordinance which is the following agenda item.  



AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/2021 

 

ITEM 6: CONSIDER PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  HW&L 2021 BOND ISSUE 

 

Hope Water & Light has put together a $10,000 000 bond issue to provide for 

construction funding for the Fiber-To-The-Home (FTTH) project.   

 

The Hope Water & Light Commission will meet prior to the City of Hope Board 

meeting on Tuesday afternoon and review and approve the bond documents.  

Bond Counsel for Hope Water & Light is Ryan Bowman with Friday, Eldredge & 

Clark.  Mr. Bowman has prepared all of the legal documents which have been 

reviewed by both HW&L’s attorney, and City Attorney Randy Wright.  Bond 

underwriters for the projects are Stephens, Inc. 

 

The bonds are revenue bonds to be repaid from the revenues of the Hope Water 

& Light system and are not general obligations of the City of Hope General Fund. 

 

I have attached a copy of the proposed ordinance for your information. There are 

still some blanks in the proposed ordinance which will be filled in after bonds are 

sold on Tuesday.   

  



ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF PUBLIC UTILITY 

REVENUE BONDS, SERIES 2021; AUTHORIZING A TRUST INDENTURE 

SECURING THE BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF THE BONDS AND 

THE EXECUTION OF A BOND PURCHASE AGREEMENT; PRESCRIBING 

OTHER MATTERS PERTAINING THERETO; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Hope, Arkansas (the "City") owns a water system and an electric 

system (collectively, the "System"), which are operated by the Hope Water and Light Commission 

(the "Commission"); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (the "Board") of the City and the Commission have 

determined that the System should be expanded to include a fiber optic communications system 

(the "Communications System") that will initially provide voice, broadband and data services; and 

 

WHEREAS, a portion of the costs of the facilities and apparatus necessary for the 

Communications System (the "Improvements") can be financed by the issuance of City of Hope, 

Arkansas Public Utility Revenue Bonds, Series 2021, in the aggregate principal amount of 

$_____________ (the "Bonds"); and 

 WHEREAS, arrangements have been made for the sale of the Bonds to Stephens Inc. (the 

"Purchaser"), at a price of $_____________ (principal amount ______ $_____________ of net 

original issue ____________ less $________ of underwriter's discount) (the "Purchase Price"), 

pursuant to a Bond Purchase Agreement between the Purchaser and the City (the "Purchase 

Agreement");  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Directors of the City of Hope, 

Arkansas as follows: 

 

Section 1.  The issuance of the Bonds in the aggregate principal amount of 

$_______________ is hereby authorized.  The Bonds shall bear interest at the rates and shall 

mature on April 1 in the amounts and in the years as follows: 

  



 2 

Year 

(April 1) 

Principal 

Amount 

Interest 

Rate 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

Section 2.    The offer of the Purchaser for the purchase of the Bonds from the City at 

the Purchase Price is hereby accepted and the Purchase Agreement, in substantially the form 

submitted at this meeting, is approved and confirmed and the Bonds are hereby sold to the 

Purchaser.  The Mayor is hereby authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Purchase 

Agreement on behalf of the City and to take all action required on the part of the City to fulfill its 

obligations under the Purchase Agreement. 

 

Section 3.  To prescribe the terms and conditions upon which the Bonds are to be 

executed, authenticated, delivered, issued, accepted, held and secured, the Mayor and City Clerk 

are hereby authorized and directed to execute and acknowledge a Trust Indenture (the "Indenture"), 

by and between the City and Bank OZK, Little Rock, Arkansas (the "Trustee").  The Indenture is 

hereby approved in substantially the form submitted at this meeting, and the Mayor and City Clerk 

are hereby authorized to execute and deliver the Indenture with such modifications as shall be 

approved by the Mayor and City Clerk, their execution to constitute conclusive evidence of such 

approval. 

 

Section 4.  The preparation and distribution, to various prospective and actual 

purchasers of the Bonds, of the Preliminary Official Statement and final Official Statement 

describing the City, the Bonds, the Indenture and other information, is hereby authorized, and the 

Preliminary Official Statement is approved in the form submitted at this meeting.  The previous 

use of the Preliminary Official Statement by the Purchaser in connection with the sale of the Bonds 

is hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. The execution of the Preliminary Official Statement 

and final Official Statement by the Mayor, for and on behalf of the City, is hereby authorized.  The 

action of the Mayor to "deem final" the Preliminary Official Statement in accordance with 

Securities and Exchange Commission Rule 15c2-12(b)(5) is hereby authorized.  
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Section 5.  The Continuing Disclosure Agreement (the "Disclosure Agreement") 

between the City and the Trustee providing for the disclosure obligations of the City with respect 

to the Bonds, in substantially the form submitted at this meeting, is approved and the Mayor is 

hereby authorized and directed, for and on behalf of the City, to execute and deliver the Disclosure 

Agreement. 

 

Section 6.   The Mayor and City Clerk, for and on behalf of the City, are hereby 

authorized and directed to do any and all things necessary to effect the execution and delivery of 

the Indenture; the execution and delivery of the Purchase Agreement; the execution and delivery 

of the Disclosure Agreement; the execution, delivery and distribution of a final Official Statement; 

and the performance of all acts of whatever nature necessary to effect and carry out the authority 

conferred by this Ordinance. The Mayor and City Clerk are hereby further authorized and directed, 

for and on behalf of the City, to execute all papers, documents, certificates and other instruments 

that may be required for the carrying out of such authority as to evidence the exercise thereof. 

 Section 7.   The Bonds are hereby designated as "qualified tax-exempt obligations" 

within the meaning of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Code").  The Board 

hereby finds and determines that the aggregate principal amount of the City’s tax-exempt 

obligations (excluding "private activity bonds" within the meaning of Section 141 of the Code that 

are not "qualified 501(c)(3) bonds" within the meaning of Section 145 of the Code), including 

those of its subordinate entities, issued in calendar year 2021 will not exceed $10,000,000. 

 

Section 8. The current water and electric rates charged for services of the System are 

hereby ratified, confirmed and continued. 

 

Section 9.   The City Clerk shall maintain, in the permanent records of the City, for 

inspection by any interested person, a copy of the Indenture, Preliminary Official Statement, final 

Official Statement, Disclosure Agreement and Purchase Agreement. 

 

Section 10.    Following adoption, this Ordinance shall be posted in the following public 

places in the City: City Hall, Public Works, Library, Fair Park Community Center and Northside 

Park Community Center. 

 Section 11.   The provisions of this Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable and if 

any provision shall for any reason be held illegal or invalid, such holding shall not affect the 

validity of the remainder of the Ordinance. 

 Section 12.   All ordinances and resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 Section 13.   It is hereby ascertained and declared that the Improvements are immediately 

needed for the preservation of the public peace, health and safety and to remove existing hazards 

thereto.  The Improvements cannot be accomplished without the issuance of the Bonds, which 

cannot be sold as specified herein unless this Ordinance is immediately effective.  Therefore, it is 

declared that an emergency exists and this Ordinance being necessary for the preservation of the 

public peace, health and safety shall be in force and take effect immediately upon and after its 

passage. 
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ADOPTED:  July 20, 2021 

 

 APPROVED: 

 

 

By:___________________________________ 

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

 

By:_________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

(SEAL) 

 

 

 



CERTIFICATE 

 

  The undersigned, City Clerk of the City of Hope, Arkansas (the "City"), hereby 

certifies that the foregoing pages are a true and correct copy of Ordinance No. _____, adopted at 

a regular session of the Board of Directors of the City, held at 7:00 p.m., on the 20th day of July, 

2021, and that said Ordinance is of record in Ordinance Record Book No. ______ of the City, now 

in my possession.  

 

 GIVEN under my hand and seal this 20th day of July, 2021. 

 

 

____________________________________ 

City Clerk 

 

(SEAL) 



AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/2021 

 

ITEM 7: CONSIDER PROPOSED ORDINANCE:  REZONING 

 

Z210601 Application for rezoning from C-4 Office Commercial to C-3 

General Retail to allow a childcare/learning center for the following property; 

Ruffin’s Addition Block 11 Lots 1 & 2 located at 1404 S. Main St. Application 

by Matthew Young. 

 

Matthew Young has presented a petition for the proposed rezoning. This zoning 

change is being sought for the purpose of allowing a childcare/learning center at 

the above location. The C-4 Office Commercial zoning does allow public and 

private schools. However, it does not allow a childcare center.  

 

As the proposed use would not, in Staff’s opinion, conflict with surrounding land 

uses, Staff recommended to the Planning Commission that the Commission 

recommend that the Board of Directors grant the proposed rezoning by ordinance. 

 

This request will be considered by the City of Hope Planning & Zoning 

Commission on Monday, July 19, 2021. If it is recommended, the proposed 

rezoning ordinance will be ready to be considered by the Board on Tuesday 

evening.  

 

There is a map of the surrounding zoning as well as an aerial map of the proposed 

property. There is also a copy of the proposed ordinance for the Board’s 

information.  
 

  







ORDINANCE NO. _______________ 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE A PORTION OF THE RUFFINS ADDITION TO THE 

CITY OF HOPE, ARKANSAS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

 

 WHEREAS, after due notice as required by law, the Planning and Zoning Commission of 

the City of Hope, Arkansas, at the time and place mentioned in the notice, and in a public 

hearing, heard all persons desiring to be heard on the question; and 

 

 WHEREAS, after said hearing, the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Hope, 

Arkansas, voted to recommend that the said rezoning be granted; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Board of Directors of the City of Hope, Arkansas, has determined that a 

rezoning of said property from the current classification of C-4 to the new classification of C-3 

would be appropriate. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, be it ordained by the Board of Directors of the City of Hope, 

Arkansas: 

 

SECTION 1: The following described real property in the City of Hope, Arkansas, to-wit: 

 

Lots 1 & 2 of Block 11 in the Ruffin’s Addition to the City of Hope, Arkansas. 

 

Is hereby rezoned from its current zoning classification of C-4 to the new zoning classification of 

C-3, and the zoning map of the City of Hope, Arkansas, shall be amended to reflect said 

changes. 

 

 SECTION 2: All ordinances in conflict herewith be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 

 

 SECTION 3: It being determined by the Board of Directors of the City of Hope, Arkansas, 

that this ordinance is necessary for the public convenience, health, safety and welfare, an 

emergency is hereby declared to exist, and this ordinance shall take effect and be in full force 

from and after its passage and approval. 

 

 ADOPTED THIS _________ DAY OF ___________________, 2021. 

 

      ____________________________________ 

      Don Still, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

____________________________ 

Na Tashia Rileydavis, City Clerk  



AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/21 
 

ITEM 7: DISCUSSION:  ARPA FUNDS 

 

At this time there are several broad categories of projects that ARPA funds may be used for 

including 1) premium pay, 2) water infrastructure, 3) sewer infrastructure, and 4) broadband. 

Other types of projects may be available, but all of the funding guidance has not been finalized 

through the Treasury Department.  In addition, funding may be also granted from the City to 

other organizations although the City would have to agree to be responsible for the grant spent 

by that organization.  

 

The City of Hope has already completed the submission of the preliminary paperwork for the 

funding with the AR Department of Finance and Administration.  The current amount that may 

be received by the City of Hope is estimated at $1.98 million received in two segments one this 

year and one next year.  All funds would need to be extended prior to the end of 2026.   

 

1.  Premium Pay* 

 

Premium pay is additional compensation for “eligible workers performing essential work 

during the COVID-19 public health emergency or to provide grant to third-party employers 

[non-municipality employee] with eligible workers performing essential work.” 

 

Eligible workers may be provided “extra” or “premium” pay in addition to their regular 

salaries or hourly amounts not a substitute. 

 

2. Water Infrastructure 

 

This may include many types of water projects. 

 

3.  Sewer Infrastructure and related Projects 

 

This can include all types of projects that are considered eligible under guidelines for the Clean 

Water State Revolving Fund.  Eligible categories are listed below but can include stormwater 

and landfill projects.   

 

 

 



 
 

Given the variety of projects potentially to be considered such as premium pay, sewer, landfill, 

and broadband, I’d like to ask that the Board discuss this at several meetings over the next 

couple of months.   

 

*The above information was obtained through trainings offered by the Arkansas Municipal 

League based upon Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG) and other sources from the Department 

of the Treasury.  



AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/2021 

 

ITEM 8: DISCUSSION:  OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT 

 

Summer Powell and I would like to go over with the Board some of the ideas that 

came out of the Outdoor Recreation Grant Public Hearing on June 29.   There 

were many different recreation interests represented at the public meeting.  A 

number of possible project ideas were identified as well as several maintenance 

needs.   

 

For a reminder, if the Board does decide to make an Outdoor Recreation Grant 

application, it will need to be submitted before August 27, 2021.    



 

AGENDA INFORMATION    FOR BOARD MEETING 7/20/2021 

 

ITEM 9: CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

1.  Clean up Day July 24, 2021 

2.  Watermelon Festival  

3.  Asphalt Overlay Program 

 


