
Hempstead Hall buzzes with Excitement as 
Senior Hornets Graduate

By April Lovette
    Hempstead Hall was buzzing with excitement 
on the night of May 20th while Blevins High 
School held their Graduation Ceremony. Proud 
parents and guests observed during the processional 
while 23 Senior Hornets graced the stage for the 
last time as high school students. 
    To begin the ceremony, Senior Trinity Rogers 
sang the national anthem and Senior Zahmari
Vickers supplied the invocation. Then Marah 
Huskey addressed the crowd for her Salutatory 
Address, expressing appreciation for those who 
assisted the senior class reach this monumental 
milestone. “Thanks to all the teachers, staff 
members, and loved ones who helped us get 
where we are,” Huskey said. “Without you, we 
wouldn’t be standing here today. You all gave us 
a tremendous amount of support and made sure 
we achieved our goals. We appreciate everything 
you’ve done.” She closed her speech with a 
message to her fellow graduates and expressed 
her confidence that they would all go on to do 
great things. “As our high school career comes 
to a close, may you remember that graduation 

is not the end, but only the beginning,” Huskey 
said. “This is the start of our journey and the first 
chapter in the book of our lives. May we embrace 
it, and go forward with courage and strength. As 
Ralph Waldo emerson once said, ‘what lies behind 
us and what lies before us, are small matters 
compared to what lies within us.’” 
     Johnathan White then supplied his Valedictory 
Address, sharing motivation with his fellow 
soon-to-be graduates about this day of celebration. 
“For some, this is just the next step in life; for 
others, it’s just the step you have to take towards 
life,” White said. “Preparing to go to college, an 
apprenticeship, or even a university, all in a single 
goal of undergoing the daunting task of pursuing 
your future careers.” White concluded with some 
words of encouragement and appreciation for his 
classmates. “Go forth and succeed as I know each 
of you will,” White said.  “I’m proud to call each of 
you a friend. Congratulations. May you all succeed 
in your future endeavors.” 
     Seniors then had a special presentation for 
guests. They walked the Hall, delivering to parents 

and special loved ones a carnation, hugs, and 
words of gratitude to the music of “I Lived” by 
One Republic, “Hall of Fame” by The Script, and “I 
Was Here” by Lady A. After returning to the stage, 
Blevins High School Counselor Justin Mishler 
recognized those seniors who have thus far received 
scholarships, totaling to $113,000 for the class as 
a whole.  
    Then it was time for the 23 seniors to receive 
their well-deserved diplomas. Blevins High School 
Principal Natalie Jones called out each student’s 
name while the presentation of diplomas was 
made by the faculty member of each senior’s 
choice. Parents, families, and friends applauded 
and cheered with enthusiasm. 
     After tassels were moved and Coach Scott 
Kelton supplied the benediction, the Blevins High 
School Graduating Class of 2022 was presented 
to the crowd. Many smiling faces could be seen 
as they exited the stage, no longer high school 
students, but graduates ready to take the next step 
in their journey.  

Class of 2022 
Graduation Edition

Index:
Page 1-5............Blevins High School
Page 6-7................Garrett Memorial High School
Page 10-13................Hope High School

Page 14............Spring Hill High School
Page 15.......UAHT/Collegiate Academy



Page 2 Swark.Today Graduation Edition



Page 3Swark.Today Graduation Edition

2022 Blevins High School Graduates

Brittany Bobo Haley Davidson Emily HillRobert Carrigan Deonte Downing Marah Huskey

Joshua Johnson Rachel Love Ana MoralesDonavon Langston Senxu Ly Jeremiah Muresan

Kathrine Revels Rodriguez Jordon Caitlin SmithTrinity Rodgers Brianna Smith Miasia Todd

Zahmaurri Vickers Johnathan WhiteAngelica Vinco
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Heartfelt Appreciation from 
Blevins High School Seniors

Angelico Vinco
Thank you friends and family for always 

staying on my side.

Emily Hill 
Thank you Mom, Dad and Winter for 

supporting me always.

Mariah Huskey
Thank you Mom and Dad for the support 

you’ve given me.

Miasia Todd 
Thank you Mom for everything you’ve done for 

me and believing in me. 

Rachel Love 
Thank you Rachel for getting past these grades.

Caitlin Smith
Thank you Mom, Dad and Josh for always 

pushing me to do my best.

Ana Morales
Thank you Mrs. Stegall for all your help 

throughout my highschool years.

Deante Downing
Thank you to my parents for always being 

there to see me strive. 

Maci Thaxton
Thank you family for helping me through 

my hardest hour.

Joshua Johnson 
Thank you Mom and Mishler for helping and 
pushing me to be the best person I can be.

Jeremiah Mureson
Thank you Dad for everything you taught me.

Zahmaurri Vickers
Thank you Mom for your support.

Jordan Rodriguez
Thank you Aunt for supporting me and 

being there for me.

Trinity Rodgers
Thank you for everyone I’ve met for helping 

me grow into who I am today.

Robert Carrigan Jr.
Thank you all for making me the person 

I am today. 

Sengu Ly
Thank you Mom for everything you’ve given me.

Johnathan White
Thank you Dad for everything 

you’ve given me.

Brittany Smith
Thank you Mom for not letting me give up. 

Brittany Bobo 
Thank you to my family for being there for me 

through thick and thin. 

Donaven Langston
Thank you Dad for supporting and guiding me 

through life as a young adult. 

Haley Davidson
Thank you Dad for all your help in highschool.
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2022 Garrett High School Graduates

Alexis Bussey Kennedy HamiltonKeeli Buck

Kinsey ThomasKidron Pagels

Max GarciaOlivia Childress Sidney Nlven

GMCS Students Graduate, Earn Big Honors
By April Lovette

     The Garrett Memorial Christian School (GMCS) 
gymnasium was filled to the brim on Sunday, May 
15th as families and friends gathered to observe the 
GMCS Graduation Ceremony where eight students 
received their well-deserved diplomas. 
     After the welcome by School Board President 
Danny Lauterbach and the students’ processional, 
Student Pastor Chris Vines supplied the invocation. 
GMCS Principal Christi Zumwalt then shared a few 
words with guests, including the recognition of 
retiring teacher Judy Alexander after 46 years in 
education. She then sang a special selection titled 
“I Know the Plans I Have for You” accompanied by 
Ana Watkins, GMCS Junior and Student Council 
President. 
     Pastor Charlie Zumwalt of First Baptist Church 
of Lewisville gave the Senior Charge and shared 
with the soon-to-be graduates some words of 
encouragement. He said that no matter the obstacles 
they might encounter in life, he felt confident in 
GMCS students’ abilities. “Graduates, here is a place 
where you have an advantage over many other 
graduates this year,” Zumwalt said. “Here at GMCS, 
you not only have received the education to prepare 
you for the task ahead, but you have received the 
spiritual training and guidance that will enable you 
to see the importance of a God-filled, God-willed, 

and God-sealed life.”
     Following the Senior Charge, multiple awards, 
certificates, and scholarships were then presented to 
seniors, during which Principal Zumwalt announced 
that this class had, so far, been awarded $137,994 
in scholarships, with more likely to come. Some of 
the presentations during the ceremony included 
scholarships from UAHT, Steel Dynamics, Hope 
Lions Club, and the very first Annual Parker Douglas 
Cooper Memorial Scholarship Fund. This scholarship 
was presented by David Parker, who was joined on 
the stage by Sondra Melton and Douglas Cooper, 
and he said this scholarship fund was created in 
memory and in honor of Parker Cooper, a 2013 
GMCS graduate who passed away seven months 
ago. Parker said that GMCS was a special place for 
the family and that the annual fund will present 
a scholarship to a deserving senior in the GMCS 
graduating class each year from here forward, with 
a selection committee to be comprised of GMCS staff 
and administration. 
    Valedictorian Kennedy Hamilton and Salutatorian 
Kinsey Thomas then gave their speeches to their 
fellow seniors and guests. Both speakers focused 
on the relationships with their families, classmates, 
GMCS staff and faculty, and God as the reasons 
for success. Hamilton said, “Having so small of 

a class, we’ve become much more than friends 
or acquaintances. These people behind me have 
become my family.” She further elaborated on an 
important lesson learned during her time at GMCS. 
“We have been taught that academics are not always 
the most important things in our lives; our teachers 
have always instilled in us to make God our number 
one priority,” Hamilton said. 
     Soon after, Olivia Childress supplied the Senior 
Trip and Service Report and the seniors presented 
roses to family and friends. During the rose 
presentation, a slide show was played for guests 
which included multiple pictures of the students 
through their high school years.  
    The time then arrived for the presentation of 
diplomas. Each of the eight seniors were called 
upon to walk the stage and receive their diplomas 
while proud parents and families looked on. After 
the closing prayer by Student Council Vice President 
Jaci McKamie, the recessional of graduates filed out 
of the gym to the front of the building to participate 
in the tradition of tossing their caps into the air. The 
2022 graduating class of Garrett Memorial Christian 
School was filled with smiles and laughter as the 
hats sailed high, symbolizing the end of one chapter 
and beginning of another. 
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Heartfelt Appreciation from 
Garrett High School Seniors

Max Garcia
Thank you family and friends for helping me 

achieve everything I have.

Sidney Niven
Thank you family for encouraging me to stay on 

track and become a better student/friend.

Kidron Pagels
Thank you GMCS for giving me a strong 

foundation in my faith.

Keelie Buck
Thank you family for all you have done to push 

me through hard times.

Kennedy Hamilton
Thank you Mom and Dad for pushing me to 

do my best and always believing in me. 

Alexis Bussey
Thank you GMCS, family and friends for 
teaching me everything I need to know. 

Kinsey Thomas
Thank you friends for always keeping me 

on my toes!

Olivia Childress
Thank you Class of 2022 for encouraging and 

sticking beside me during this hectic year.
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‘Be available,’ Superintendent Crossley tells 
152 graduates at Hope High commencement

By Jeff Smithpeters
     The Hope High Class of 2022 was graduated Friday, May 
13 in a ceremony that occurred on the field of Hammonds 
Stadium under bright sun and few clouds.
    After the Hope High band played the gowned 
graduates-to-be to their seats with the trio of Edward Elgar’s 
Pomp and Circumstance March No.1, the school’s principal 
Donald Patton welcomed them and an audience that easily 
filled the west bleachers and spilled over into the bandstand, 
along the fences and over to the east bleachers. He began by 
describing the occasion and the class.:
   “Tonight we are here to honor the graduating class for 
their accomplishments of the past four years. They’ve earned 
many hours and many honors, had many successes, struggles 
through failures and achieved many goals”
     Opening remarks were delivered by Hope Schools 
Superitendent Jonathan Crossley, “This is indeed a glorious 
occasion for our student and also for our community,” he 
said. He then advised the seniors to “live an Isaiah 6 life.”
    Crossley described the conversation between God and a 
less-than-confident Isaiah taking place in that Biblical 
chapter. God asks the prophet, “Whom shall I send? Who 
shall go for us?” 
    “And Isaiah’s response was what I wish, I hope, I pray your 
response will be day after day, ‘Here I am. Send me.’” 
Crossley said. “Live a life ready for the next step. Be available.
     “Students, be available in the way that God will use you 
to your greatest purpose. Be available to go the extra mile in 
your classwork. Be available in your relationships, whether 
your friendships or your long-term marriages, whatever the 
case may be. In your pursuit of happiness, be persistent. Be 
available to make the world a truly better place,” Crossley 
said, adding that if the seniors are quick to volunteer when 
someone is needed, they’ll be saying to their maker, “Send 
me to the place that will show me my purpose.”
     The superintendent finished by telling the seniors, “As you 
go across, stand confidently and smile big, because you are 
ready to be sent to your purpose.”
     After Patton spoke again to introduce the honors 
graduates, the Honor Graduate speaker, Shakira Arnett, 
chosen by teachers, gave a message evoking nostalgia but 

also offering inspiration to her classmates:
    “It seems like yesterday we were all freshmen, saying we’re 
going to be here forever. But look at us today. We are 
graduating. We are becoming adults.” She then struck a note 
of confidence in what the Class of 2022 will do. “If we try 
hard enough, put a lot of strength behind everything that 
we have to do in life, I know that we will accomplish great 
things. We have some of the brightest minds that any class 
could have. We will change the world.”
     Next, Patton introduced Richard Ware, listing his 
several achievements as 2022 Arkansas Boys State Governor, 
Magna Cum Laude graduate and earner of 81 college credit 
hours, including a UAHT Associates degree. “For a young 
man to be able to accomplish the things that he has 
accomplished, the question comes upon me, ‘How much 
sleep is he getting?’” Patton said, going on to call Ware a 
“preparation man,” who “defines the saying of ‘Work smarter 
instead of harder.’” 
     “Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls,” Patton said. “And 
to those like myself who all love Richard, I bring before you 
this evening none other than the young Mr. President, the 
governor of Arkansas, no limit to what he’ll do, Mr. Richard 
Ware,”
     Ware began by acknowledging his nicknames, Mr. 
President and Governor applied by his football teammates, 
Richard or Ritchie applied by friends, and @attorneyflare 
applied by Instagram. “But most importantly to my mother,” 
Ware said, “I’m known as Mr. Know-it-all. I have had that 
nickname since I was a very little boy and it annoyed me, but 
today I think it’ll serve as a great lesson to the Class of 2022.”
     “Let me tell you this,” Ware continued. “You do not know 
it all. Even I,  Mr. Know-it-all, does not in fact know it all. 
The thing about life is that it is not rigid. It is always chang-
ing. At one point in my life I wanted to be an inventor, then 
a lawyer, then a teacher and then, for some reason in second 
grade, I wanted to be a shark. But now I want to be a lawyer 
and a politician. So I guess I want to be a shark in a suit.”
     Ware told his classmates to expect to change what they 
wanted to be. “That is perfectly okay,” he said. 
“This transition from high school to the real world is 

something that nobody expects you to be perfect in. You 
may go through numerous changes . . . yet I ask just this one 
single thing of you all, that is to continue learning, beyond 
high school.”
     Ware noted that he had learned many things over the past 
few years “such as how to manage my time, how to work 
with others, how to make Coach Morrow not yell at me on 
the football field.” 
     Ware described being a pupil of the late piano teacher 
Allan Betts, who he called “a great man, teacher and even 
father-figure that taught me for about eight years of my life.” 
Ware said Betts “was always so excited to learn the various 
pieces of music that I brought him. He told me that in his 
70-plus years of playing piano that there is still so much 
that he wanted to learn. He taught me to continue learning, 
because it can truly help you and be fun in the process. In 
return, I taught him how to skip ads on Youtube.”
     Betts also taught Ware persistence, which Ware used his 
speech to pass along to his classmates. “Just remember that 
in everything you do, faith and perseverance can take you a 
very long way. Faith will take me a long way back to my 
comfortable seat. Now my graduation seat is very 
uncomfortable on my back, but I’m certain that one day 
faith will bring me back to the governor’s chair, this time as 
the first Black governor of Arkansas.” At this, the audience 
cheered.
     Ware closed by thanking his classmates for 
“accompanying me in this long, bumpy journey through 
this place we call Hope High School. Although I am not a 
medical professional,” Ware said, “You are all cured of your 
senioritis. Once more I would like to say congratulations 
and from the very very bottom of my heart I wish you all the 
very best.”  Ware’s speech was followed by the presentation of 
diplomas to 152 seniors by Lekia Jones, Assistant Principal at 
HHS.
     A rendition of the Hope High School Alma Mater by 
the band followed. Patton then told the new graduates they 
could move their tassel from the right to the left side of their 
mortarboards. Many then threw them airward just before 
marching out during the second playing of the march.
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2022 Hope High School Graduates

Arleth Aguila Odalis Aldaba Iris Alvarado Jamesha Armstrong

Montavius Eason Alayshia Ellis

Nathaniel English

Jason Easterling

Anna Fisher Alana Flenory Isai Frayer Gustavo Gallardo

Karla Garcia

Brandon Gallegos

Miriam Garcia

Carlie Beck Alecia Bradley

Crystal Cordova

Alfredo Bello

Julian Chapa

Sydnie Booker

Cody Clayton

Kearon Brown

Ashlyn Courtney

Triston BurtonGregory Burton

Davian Durden

Esperansa Cabriales

Ammorrion Dempsey

Shakira Arnett Ana Morales

Jeremiah Muresan

Nohemi Gomez David Kai Hamilton Keyonati Haynes Dahja Henderson

Courtland JacksonObel Hernandez Bradley Kellar

Rocio MartinezBrandon Martin

TyZhan JonesKatie Howard C aiarh King

Raina Masters

Gianna Knight Juan LeonMelanie Lara Brenda Lopez

Javoris MuldrowJa Bryant MilesIIan MejiaSailor McRavenKeasia McDonald
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2022 Hope High School Graduates

D Angelo Palmer Jimmy Paredes Da Sheunna PurifoyBriana Puente

Hope | 400 S Main St | 870-777-3200
www.diamond.bank

The Natural Choice for Community Banking

CONGRATS!

SENIOR

Class
of

Jadora Rivera Brooklyn Robinson Paige Shroads

Sebastian Reyna Maliyah Richardson

Wesley SmithJordyn Simington Khyianna Smith

James Tomlin John Tucker Giovanni VargasCorwin Turner Krystal VasquezAniya Trotter

Ventura SamanthaEmmanuel Vega Miasia Todd

Skyler Wilburn Thalia ZarateRoosevelt WyattKyla WyattDillion White

Omarion WatsonRichard WareHale Ward

Isaiah AmenraNixey Aguilar

Nakenya Ellison Chandler FlenoryAniya Flenory

Gregorio Frayer Rebekah Fulton Antonio Garcia Chris Garcia

Jocelyn Castro

Keyuan Booker

Erdwin ChavezOscar Bruno KaAsijah Cox

Yulisa De La RosaJamya Davis

Tamera CarrollDakota Burchette

Eva Davis

Taylor BanksSadie Bacon Johan Barrios

Tomas HallMarkayla Hall

Erik Haynie

Margauxsoul 
Maclaughlin

Joshua Henly Micheal Johnson

DaTravierous 
Martin

Kaylee JohnsonIssac Hernandez

Michelle Martinez Darlene 
Matamoros

Armando Lopez Ka Jamieon Love

Hunter Mathis Alexia Muldrew Nadya Munoz Diego Ortiz

Tyree Phillips Roberto Rangel

Sunny McKamieJada McClure

Naziyah Harper

Anthony 
Rodriguez

Not Pictured

Merlyn Wahyudi

Griffin TraugerDestiny StuartEnrique Solis
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   Seniors from Spring Hill High School graduated to-
night on the stage of University of Arkansas 
Hope-Texarkana’s Hempstead Hall.
   The ceremonies began with a processional.
Graduates and school officials marched to their 
places on stage as childhood and present day photos of 
prospective graduates were shown by projection onto a 
screen just above the audience’s view of the ceremony 
as music played.
   The National Anthem was sung by Arnetta Bradford, 
and the Invocation was given by Eric Fisher, Pastor of 
Bethany Baptist Church, who asked, once the 
graduates had sat down, “How many of you are proud 
to be Americans?” 
   High School Principal Peter Maggio provided a 
welcome and spoke to the assemblage. “I am thankful 
that the graduating class of 22 did not have to pick and 
choose which family members and friends to be here 
tonight to support them. I am thankful that our 
graduates’ faces are no longer covered  by masks, so we 
can see them smiling as they wall across the stage,” he 
said.
   After explaining her role at Spring Hill Schools, 
College and Career Counselor Heidi Marshall provided 
a detailed rundown of the seniors’ future plans: “This 
group was in the fifth grade when I got to Spring Hill,” 
she said. “I get to figure out where they’re going, what 
they want to do and, the most important thing, I stress 
to them is no matter what scholarship amount you 
hear, what plans you hear is that they have a plan.”
   Among the plans being pursued next by Spring Hill 
seniors: going to UAHT and then UA—Fayetteville in 
hopes of a job as a forester for the US National Parks 
Service, going to SAU to pursue a business degree then 
a career in financial planning, going to UAHT and then 
UA—Fayetteville to pursue a music and piano 

performance degree, working for Dana transportation, 
pursuing a UA-Fayetteville degree in children’s 
psychology, going to SAU-Magnolia for elementary 
education, going to dental assistant school in 
Texarkana, taking an electrician apprenticeship in 
Texarkana, pursuing nursing training at UCA with a 
Diamond Lakes scholarship and many more.
   Marshall said the current total of scholarship funding 
for Spring Hill seniors was over $600,000.
   Then followed the Salutatory Address by Alyssa 
Renee Britton, which was full of thanks to the school’s 
staff, her classmates and her family but ended with 
hopes the class of 2022 would remember one another. 
“Lastly, I would like to thank Spring Hill School for the 
friends I made that listened to me complain about the 
AP classes that I chose to take, the experiences I’ve had 
like sleeping on Mrs. Tatom’s couch, and the lessons 
I’ve learned like not skipping Lew’s classes. 
   “To my classmates, I would like to say 
congratulations. It’s been long-awaited, and we’ve had 
plenty of ups and downs. Although we are all going 
in different directions, remember to occasionally look 
back and remember these days and the friends we’ve 
made, experiences we’ve had, and the lessons we’ve 
learned to help guide us in the future,” Britton said.
   Valedictorian Emily Rose Curtis gave the Valedictory, 
which richly evoked the class of 2022’s experiences 
together. It seems like just yesterday when we were in 
kindergarten, introducing ourselves for the first time 
and playing ice-breaker games. The elementary field 
trips we went on are still fresh in my mind, especially 
those eventful times at the Hope park and the bowling 
alley. I can recall enjoying going to the Halloween, 
Christmas, and Valentine’s Day parties, too, then 
getting upset in high school when we realized our days 
of slacking off for the holidays were over. Yes, high 

school did bring with it the addition of sweet tea (as 
well as the absence of our daily recesses), but it also 
brought much more stress and pressure.”
   Curtis acknowledged the difficulties the class faced 
over the past two years. “That’s not to mention the 
quarantine time spent due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
which I’m sure we could all agree was challenging, to 
say the least. Not all about the experience was 
shrouded in negativity, though, for it also brought with 
it new students, experiences, and lessons to learn. We 
all matured as a result, but this could not have been 
brought about without the help of several important 
individuals.”
   Curtis ended by referring to her town and her school 
and urging the seniors to continue making memorable 
contributions to the world:  “Spring Hill has been my 
home away from home for the past thirteen years, and 
I know I will sorely miss it, as well as the company of 
the students with me now. The halls of this school will 
forever hold our memories within them. Yet even if our 
high school legacies are one day forgotten, do not let 
your voices or your future be.”
   After these speeches came the Presentation of Roses,   
during which seniors came off stage and gave long-
stemmed roses to family and friends present in the 
audience. The video of childhood and present-day pho-
tos ran while a recording of Mark Harris singing “Find 
Your Wings” played.
   When the seniors reconvened on stage ten minutes 
later, the Presentation of Diplomas began with Tom 
Wilson, Spring Hill Schools superintendent presiding. 
The actual Conferring of Diplomas by Maggio then took 
place, with the new graduates now able to move their 
tassels from left to right and to fling their mortarboards 
toward the rafters. And that they did.

Spring Hill Bears Leave Their Cave
as 24 Seniors Graduate

By Jeff Smithpeters

2022 Spring Hill High School Graduates

Karsyn Dean Riley Elledge Michael FlournoyJeanne Degardin Blaine Fisher Dalton Gammage

Haley Gardner

Jessie Smith

Marti Helms

Natalia Zacarias

Tara ReevesAlex Gilingham

Blake Townsend

Colin Purifoy

Lilliana Zaragoza

Madison Rogers

Emily CurhsGrant ClarkGarrison BrownAlyssa BrittonEmma BainMarce Arnada
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   University of Arkansas-Hope Texarkana held its 
commencement ceremony Tuesday, May 10, starting 
at 6 p.m. in Hempstead Hall. The institution awarded 
596 degrees and certifications before a near capacity 
audience.
   After the “Pomp and Circumstance” processional, the 
presentation of the flag by Hope High School’s Air Force 
Jr. ROTC and the pledge of allegiance, UAHT 
student played a rendition of “The Star-Spangled 
Banner” on violin that was greeted by the audience’s 
roaring approval and applause.
   Chancellor of UAHT Christine Holt welcomed the 
audience and praised this year’s graduating class for 
what it had achieved during a difficult period: “Right 
out of the gate, let me first say that I am so pleased and 
so proud of them. Because as you know, they have been 
able to prevail through perilous times, and persevere 
through an unprecedented pandemic. And that’s no 
small feat.”
   In her remarks to the graduates, Holt began by 
asking that they savor their journeys toward 
achievements. “Think about your greatness, not your 
success,” she said, defining greatness as “your legacy” 
and “and how you are going to impact the lives of 
others.”
   Holt then described nine tips for post-graduate 

success, drawing on her own experiences as well as 
those of famous figures like Anderson Cooper and 
Madeleine Albright. 
   To illustrate her first tip, that young people 
“sometimes have to be bold, courageous, to create and 
creative to gain a foothold into their desired 
profession,” Holt told the story of Cooper not 
immediately winning a job as a reporter after college, 
then making a bold decision. He financed his own trips 
to foreign sites of conflict and began to file stories. This 
step helped him build toward his current position as 
CNN anchor.
   Her other tips included the advice that “your thoughts 
and actions must be in alignment with your core val-
ues,” that “greatness does not happen by chance but 
with deliberate and purposeful action,” that you should 
“do what others are not willing to do,” that you should 
not compare your own rate of success to that of your 
peers, that you should take calculated risks and not 
“fear failure,” because “it can be a great learning tool.”
   She also recommended not waiting on taking actions 
that may improve your chances of life success and said 
you should “seek examples of greatness” and surround 
yourself with others who have it. She urged graduates 
to become boomerangs, or people who return and give 
back to others by passing on what they have learned, 

perhaps by teaching or acting as mentors.
   She ended her talk by quoting lyrics from songs 
performed by Boys II Men, Lee Ann Womack, and 
Beyonce that offered good counsel to graduates. Invok-
ing a song by Janelle Monae, Holt ended her speech by 
telling the graduates, “I truly believe that every single 
one of you grads can ‘burn brighter than the sun. That’s 
my expectation. That’s my hope for you. So go into the 
world, blaze a new trail and make your mark. 
Congratulations, class of 2022.”
   The next speaker was Britney Alvarado, President of 
the UAHT Student Government Association. 
Having come from a small town in Mexico, Alvarado 
said “being able to stand before you all means the 
world to me and my family.” She said that she got 
through the difficulties of seeking her education along-
side other obligations by reflecting that “if God wanted 
things to be different, they would be.” She added that 
she was glad to have attended UAHT, “the best commu-
nity college in the state of Arkansas,” before moving on 
to a four-year university.
   The graduates were officially designated as such by 
Vice Chancellor for Academics, Laura Clark: “I hereby 
certify that these candidates for graduation have met 
the requirements established in their respective fields 
of study and are entitled to receive their degrees and 
certificates with all the rights privileges and 
responsibilities obtaining thereto law the authority of 
the Board of Trustees and the recommendation of a 
faculty member standing with you now I declare you 
graduates of the University of Arkansas Texarkana.”
   Following that the graduates streamed across the 
Hempstead Hall stage as each of their names were 
called and received their degrees and certificates from 
Holt.

‘Think about your greatness,’
By Jeff Smithpeters

2022 Collegiate Academy Graduates

Alana Flenory Katie Howard Bradley KellarKai Hamilton Courtland Jackson Juan Leon

Hunter Mathis Jimmy Paredes Keller TomlinSailor Mcraven Brooklyn Robinson Griffin Trauger

Samantha Ventura

Collin EasterlingAshlyn CourtneyCody ClaytonAlecia BradleySydnie BookerCarlie Beck




